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REPUBLIC OF VANUATU

THE REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE 
(AMENDMENT) ACT No, 3^ OF 1983

To amend the Representation of the People Act No. 13 of 1982.

BE IT ENACTED by the President and Parliament as follows :

AMENDMENT
1. The Representation of the People Act No. 13 of 1982 is amended,

(a) in section 1 by deleting the definition of "Principal Electoral 
Officer" and substituting the following therefor:

’’means the Principal Electoral Officer established by Article 18A of 
the Constitution and includes a deputy principal electoral 
officer”;

(b) by substituting the words "Principal Electoral Officer" for the 
words "Electoral Office" in,

(i) the heading of Part 2;

(ii) the marginal note to section 3;

(iii) section 3(2);

(iv) section 13(3);

(v) section 16(4);

(vi) section 22(1);

(vii) section 64(1);

(viii) schedule 2, part 1, rule 1;

(ix) schedule 3, part 2, line 11;

(x) schedule 5, rules 1(1) and (2); 3(2); 4(1) and (3) and
8(l)(g); '

\ ■
(c) by repealing section 2 and substituting the following therefor:

"ORGANISATION AND ADMINISTRATION OF ELECTIONS BY THE PRINCIPAL 
ELECTORAL OFFICER
2. (1) The Principal Electoral Officer shall be responsible for

the organisation and administration of elections subject to 
the powers of the Electoral Commission under the
Constitution and this Act.
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(2)

(3)

(4)

(3)

i office which shallr;p*^c:«r^-uiErn- »-
Principal Electoral Officer.
There shall he one or more <£“£t
officers responsible to me “ho shall be public servants.

v. n second to the ElectoralThe Public Service Commission shall th. Principal
Office such staff »* Wuir"’ for the effective 
Electoral Officer may be r q
discharge of his function.. ^ and the
The Electoral Office ^.t.blish branch offices.”

. ___ 1

l6) S'Ctl°" 3' . (1, a„d substituting the following
(i) by repealing subsection (1) and

therefor. 0£ficer shall be responsible
"<» £ PtbrCrloP8aist“tlo°n"of Actors and the conduct of

elections";

( iv)

i- v. enhsection (2)(k.)>(ii) by repealing subsect foUovtng
• nUn) and substituting the zo(lli) b, repealing subsection (2)(n) a

therefor imc ^e assigned by
-Such other duties « with its powers under
the Electoral Commissithe Constitution and this Act ,the Constitution and } and

\ c (i) (m) and (n) as Vby relettering paragraphs (1). ' '
. v . _Umrn’nn ( 2 ) .

(e)

hk

DESIGNATION OF OVERSEAS S“"™,S Of Parts 3 ‘fjicipat

Sectoral Officer given resp<mslble or
Prln,e Minister a the agreement of . ulng
affairs, and subjec dcsignate one or more PGovernment concerned, may 6f It
- *- 1
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(f) in section 13(1) by adding the word MElectoralM immediately after 
the word "Principal" where it first appears;

(g) in section 15 by renumbering subsection (3) as subsection (4) and 
inserting the following as the new subsection (3) thereof:

"(3) Any person who is eligible for registration in the electoral 
list but whose name has not been included in the list may 
make an application before the end of the inspection period 
for the inclusion of his name in the list."

(h) in section 16(3) by substituting the words "another electoral 
officer" for the words "one other member of the Electoral Office";

(i) in section 17 by substituting the words "Electoral Commission and 
the Principal Electoral Officer" for ,fMinister";

(j) in section 19(1),

(i) by substituting a comma for the semi-colon in paragraph (d) 
and adding thereafter the following:

"District Council of Chiefs, Island Council of Chiefs and 
Area Council of Chiefs;";

(ii) by substituting the word "servants" for "officers" in 
paragraph (e);

(k) in section 21,

(i) by substituting the words "Electoral Commission" for 
"Minister on the advice of the Electoral Office" in
subsection (1)(d);

(ii) by substituting the words "Principal Electoral Officer when
receiving" for "Electoral Office when it receives" in 
subsection (5);

(iii) by substituting the word "him" for "the Electoral Office",
and by deleting the words "and the Minister" in subsection
(6); .

(1) by repealing section 35 and substituting the following therefor: -

"REPORT BY PRINCIPAL ELECTORAL OFFICER AND THE ELECTORAL COMMISSION 
(1) Not later than 3 months after an election is held, the 

Principal Electoral Officer shall submit a report about the 
election to the Electoral Commission.
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(2) The Electoral Commission shall not more than three months 
after receiving the report of the Principal Electoral Officer 
make a report to Parliament concerning the conduct of 
election which shall include a statement on the overall cost 
thereof, information on difficulties encountered and how they 
were dealt with and recommendations for improvements and 
changes in procedure for future elections.”

(m) in section 36(l)(b) by substituting the words Mthe Principal 
Electoral Officer" for "an electoral officer";

(n) in section 60 by substituting the words "Public Prosecutor" for 
"Prosecutor General";

(o) in section 62 by substituting the words "Electoral Commission and 
the Principal Electoral Officer" for "Electoral Office";

(p) in sections 64(3) and (5) by substituting the words "the Electoral 
Commission or the Principal Electoral Officer" for "the Electoral 
Office";

(q) in Schedule 3, Part 2 paragraph (b) by substituting the reference 
"section 21(l)(b)" for "section 26";

(r) in Schedule 4, Part 1,
(i) by repealing paragraphs (a), (b) and (c) of rule 1(2) and

substituting the following therefor:

"(a) occupation,

(b) health,

(c) religion, or,

his presence outside his constituency because of:

(i) the serious illness or death of a member of 
family;

his

(ii) his health;

(iii) his occupation;

(iv) his holidays;

(v) his involvement in a conference connected 
his occupation;

with

(vi) his involvement in a national or international 
amateur sports tournament.”

(ii) by adding the' word "apply” immediately after the word "shall” 
, in the first line of rule 1(3);
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(iii) by inserting in the second line of rule 1(A) after the word
"occupation” and before the word "shall" the following:

"or by reason of his presence outside his constituency
because of his occupation or involvement in a conference 
connected with his occupation,"

(iv) by inserting in the second line of rule 1(5) after the word
"health" and before the word "shall" the following:

"or by reason of his presence outside his constituency
because of his health,"

(v) by adding a new sub-rule (6a) after sub-rule (6) of rule 1 as 
follows:

"(6A) A person who is unable to vote by reason of nis
presence outside his constituency because of the 
serious illness or death of a member of his family
shall accompany his application with a certificate 
signed by a person of standing in his community
certifying that such person is related to the sick or 
deceased person and is unable to vote in person.";

(vi) by adding a new sub-rule (6B) after the new sub-rule (6A) of 
rule 1 as follows:

"(6B) A person who is unable to voti by reason of his
presence outside his constituency because of his being 
on holidays shall accompany his application with a 
certificate signed by his head of department, superior 
officer, manager or other person to whom he is 
responsible certifying that such person is unable to 
vote in person.";

(vii) by adding a new sub-rule (6C) after the new sub-rule (6B) of 
rule 1 as follows:

' (6 C) A person who is unable to vote by reason of his 
presence outside his constituency because of his 
involvement in a national or international amateur 
sports tournament shall accompany his application with 
a certificate signed by the head of the appropriate 
Vanuatu body certifying that he is unable to vote in 
person."; '
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(s) in Schedule 4, Part 2, Form A, Application To Vote by Proxy,
(i) by adding the following new paragraphs to clause 2:

(d) my presence outside my constituency because of the
serious i1lncss/death of a member of my family,

(e) my presence outside my constituency because of my being 
on holidays,

(f) my presence outside my constituency because of my
involvement in a national/an international amateur 
sports tournament,

(g) my presence outside my constituency because of my
involvement in a conference connected with my 
occupation” ;

(ii) by deleting the words ’’delete whichever is not applicable” 
and substituting therefor the words "tick whichever is 
applicable” in clause 2;

(iii) by repealing clause 3 and substituting the following there­
fore :

”3. I enclose a certificate signed by

(a) my head of Department,

(b) my superior officer,

(c) my manager/a person to whom I am responsible,

(d) my medical doctor/a medical of f ic:er,

(e) my dresser/my nurse,

(f) my Minister/Priest/Sister/Lcader of religion,

(g) a person of standing in my/the community,

(h) the chairman/head of the Vanuatu body responsible 
for the national/international amateur sports 
tournament.

* (tick whichever is applicable)”;

(t) in Schedule 5, Election of Candidates Rules, 
"Officer" for "Office" in rule 2(1), line 2;

by substituting

(u) in Schedule 6, by substituting "Registrar" for "Chief Registrar".

CEMENT
This Act Shall come into force on the day of Assent.


