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Explanatory Note 

RA3/WP/4 
14 March 1980 
original: English 

Tho 8asic Low on Election of tho prosidont of vanuatu is containod in 
Articlos 32, 3~ and 85 of tho Constitution. 

Tho purposo of this law is to provido tho dotailed procedure for 
Election of the president • 

. Although the law is of a procodural naturo some points should bo noted. 
Section 3 provides that any 10 porsons qualified to be elected as Prosident 
may nominata a candidate. This allows tho poople of the country to participate 
in the election if they so wish. 

The election of the First President is providod for by tho adaptations 
containod in Schedule 3. In paragraph 2 of tho Schedule the Day of his 
election has to bo not later than 3 woaks bofore the Day of Independence. 

14 '14iil'1980 

DRAFTMANS NOTE 

W.H. l,.INI 
CHIEF MINISTER 

The Resident Commissioners Joint Regulation bringing this Resolution into 
force as a law will provide that this resolution will be cited as 

Tho Election of the President Regulation .and that it will come into force 

whon published in the New HebridosGnzetto. 
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THE ELECTION OF THE PRESIDENT REGULATION 

ARRANGEMENT OF SECTIONS 

Writ for olaction of Prosidont. 
Notification of issue of writ and of election. 
Nomination papors. 
Invalid pomination popors. 
R8submission of corractod nomination paper. 
Withdrawal of condidaturo. 
publication of list of candidatos. 
Chiof Justico Returning officor. 
Ballot papo~s and election arrangomonts. 
Declaration of result. . ", 
Sarna procoduro to arply to all mootings for aloction~ 
Notification of Eloction uf prosidont. 
oath of office. 
Election of First Prosidont. 
ardors. 

FORM A 
FORM B 
FORM C 

S C H E D U L E 5 

Writ of Prasiuontial Elactian 
Nomination of prosidontial Condidatd 
Certificato of [loction 
Prosidential Oath 
Adaptations for [laction of First Prosidant of the Republic 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION 

RESOLUTION NO OF 1980 

RA3/D/3-P 
13 March 1980 
Original : English 

To make provision for the election of the president of the Republic. 

The Representative Assembly of the New Hebrides at its sitting 
on the 1980 hereby resolvos and decides in accordance with 
Article 23 of the Schedulo to tho Exchange of Notes of the 15th 
Soptember 1977 to adopt the following measures :-

1 • (1 ) 

(2 ) 

(3) 

Within 2 days of a vacancy occurring in the Offico of 
president of the Ropublic the Chief Justico shall issuo 
a writ for eloction of tho President. 
A writ for tho oloction of the presidont shall be in 
accordance with ~orm A in Schedule 1 and shall state the 
day on which tho eloctoral collage provided for in Articlo 
32 of tho Constitution shall meet to elect the President. 
Tho doy reforred to in SUbsection (2) shall bo a day not 
earlior than 2 wooks nor lator than 3 weeks after the day 
of tho vacancy occurring in the of fico of tho presidont. 

otif ication 2. 
'f issue of 

AS soon as practca ble after the issue of the writ the 
Eloctoral Commission sholl couse a notice to be publishod 
in tho Now Hobridos Gazetto and exhibited throughout the 
Now Hebrides in such public places as it shall consider 
approprioto stating g-

.""' .. and of 
- .L .. ction. 

mination 
pers. 3.( 1 ) 

(2) 

. (a) that the writ has beon issued; 
(b) the day on which tho election shall take place; 
(c) tho placo or placos whero nomination papors must 

be lodged; 
(d) the last day on which nomination papers may be 

lodged and 
(e) tho ploco whoro thu voting will take place. 

A nomination paper for a Presidontial Candidate shall be in 
Form B in Schedulo 1 and shall be subscribed by the signaturoG 
of 10 persons who shall themsolves be qualified to be elected 
as Prosident of tho Ropublic. 
Tho nomination papor shall ba endorsed with tho consent to 
nomination of tho person nomad thoroin as n prosidontial 
candidate. 
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Tho Eloctoral Commission m~y declaro a nomination papor 
invalid only on tho ground that 
(a) tho particulars of the candidato or tho porsons who 

subscribod thoir signatures are not as roquirod by 
law or 

(b) that tho papor is not subscribed or endorsod as 
provided in Soction 3. 

Whoro tho Eloctoral Commission considers that a nomination 
paper is invalid by roason only of 0 bona fido error it 
shall allow tho papor to bo resubmitted with tho error 
corrected not less than 48 hours before publication of the 
list of candidatos in accordance with Section 7. 

A Presidontial candidate may withdraw by notice in writing 
addressod and dolivorod to the Chief Justico not less than 
5 days boforo the day fixed for the election. 

Not loss than 2 days bofore the day fixed for tho oloction, 
the Elactoral Commission shall publish in such manner as 
it shall consider appropriato a list of Presidential 
candidates. 

The Chief Justice shall be returning officer for election 
of Prosidont of tho Ropublic and shall suporviso tho poll. 
The Chief Justico may appoint not more than two persons 
not entitled to voto in tho prosidential oloction as 
assist~nt roturning officers who may assist in sup~rvising 
the poll and counting tho votes. 

Tho Chiaf Justica shall causa ballot papers to be printed 
and supplied to all the membors of the elector.l college 
and mako such othor arrangoments to ensure the secrecy of 
tho ballot as ho shall consider propor. 

Aftor voting has takon placo and the votes havo boon 
counted the Chiof Justice shall announce to the alectoral 
collego 
(0) tho numbor of olectors pres~nt; 
(b) tho numbor of votos cost; 
(c) tho number of votos agreed as spoilt and invalid by 

tho Chiof Justice and 2 scrutineors elected by tho 
collage from among its members immediatoly prior to 
voting; 

(d) whethor or not a person has boen elected in accordanc~ 
with Schedule 1 of bho Co.stitution; 

(e) if a person has been elected, his name; 
(f) if a person has not been elected the time and place 

of tho noxt mooting of tho collego. 

If no porson is oloctod at the first meoti~g of tho 
Electoral Collego tho election at the noxt meeting or 
subsoquent meotings shall also be conductod in accordance 
with Soctions 8~9,10 and 12. 

.lI!! 
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(1) Forthwith upon tho election of the prosidont of the 
Ropublic tho Chiof Justice sholl notify the Eloctoral. 
Commission in writing in Form "c" in Schodule 1 of th 
nomo of the parson olectod. 

(2) Tho Electoral Commission shall publish the election 
rosult in the Vanuatu Gazette without undue delay I' 

after it has recoived the notificatien provided for i 
subsection (1). 

Boforetaking up tho dutios of his offico tho preside 
sholl in the presonce of tho Chief Justice, make the! 
ooth contained in Schedulo 2. 

Tho prov1s1ons of this Regulation shall apply to the 
eloction of the first Prosident of the Republic 
pursuant to Article 85 of the Constitution with tho 
adaptations contained in Schedule 3. 

The Primo Minister may make such orders not inconsis~ 
with this Regulation of an administrative or procedur 
noturo os h8 sholl consider nocessary to facilitato t 
operation of this Regulation. 

S C H E D U L E 1 FORM A Section 1 

WRIT OF PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION BY HIS LORDSHIP THE CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE REPUBLIC 
OF VANUATU 
TO THE ELECTORAL COMMISSION 
WHEREAS it is necossary to hold an oloction of tho Proaident of the Republic. 

NOW THEREFORE I 

command you to make all necessary arrangements for the holding of such election 
in accordance with the low 
AND I DIRECT that tho poll be takan on tho day of 198 
.:.it 

MADE under my hand this day of 198 

Chiof Justice 



-4-

F OHM B Soction 3 

ELECTION OF THE PRESIDENT REGULATION 

JOINT REGULATION OF 1980 

We the undersigned being persons qualified to be olected president of the 
Republic of Vanuatu HEREBY NOMINATE 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

of ••••••••••••••••••.•.•.••..•••• ., ••••••• 0.0 •• 00 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• o. 0 •••• 

to 
to 

be a candidato for olection as presidont of the ~epublic 
the bast of our knowledgo and beliof ho is qualified for 

Signaturos and namos (tho lattor in block capital lottors) 

and certify 
election. 

that 

1 •• ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 00000. 6 ••••• 000 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

2 •••••••.. 8.0 ••••••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••• 7 •• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

3 ••.•.•. 0. ~ 0 ••• 0.00. 0 •••••• 00. 000 III '" 1)'0', 8 •••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

4. ••••••••• 0 ••••••••••••• 0 ••••••• 0.00 ••• 9 ••• .0 •• 010.0 ••••••••••••••••• 0 ••••••• 

5. ••••••••••• 0000 ••• 000 •••••• 000.0 •••• 0 •• 10 ••• ..0 •........••.. · •.•.... ·· •. •··•• 

Datad the, •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• rlay of •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 198 

I •..•••••.•••.••.•..•.•...• 0 •• .o .... of •••••••••.••••••••.••••••••••••••••••• 

consont to nomination as a candidato for oloction as presidont of tho 
Republic and declare I am qualifiod to bo so oloctod. 

At 8 d •. ••.••••••••••• 0 ••••••••• 0 •••• II Signature ••••• . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Fonr~ C 

CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION 

OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC 

OF V IINUf\TU 

To tho Eloctoral Commission. 

I HEREBY CERTIfY that ••••• G .••••••••••••• .: ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

••••••••••• oo ••••••••••••• o ••• oo.o •• o ••• oooo •• was on the •••••• o ••••••••• o •••• 

" 
day of •••••••••••••• 19 oloctod Prosidont of tho Ropublic in accordanco with the 

raquiremonts of tho Constitution. 

DntG3 this day of 198 

Chief Justice. 

/ 

/ 
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S C H E 0 U L E 2 

PRE SID E N T I A L a A T. H Soction 13 

I ...•.•••••••••..••...•.....•........• having boon duly olectod Prosidont of tho 

~opublic of Vanuatu SWEAR BY ALMIGHTY GOD that I will uphold and dofond tho 

constitution and protoct tho rights of all ~Goplo in tho Ropublic of Vanuatu 

~ithout foar or favour. 

SO HELP ME GOD. 

SWORN ON THE DAY OF 198 

Signod •• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC 

Signod ••••••••••••••• ~ •••••••••• 

CHIEF JUSTICE 
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S C H E D U L E 3 Soction 14 

ADAPTATIONS FOR ELECTION OF FInST PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC 

1. The Electoral Colloge sholl be that providod for in Article 85 of tho 
Constitution. 

2. Tho writ for tho olection of tho First prosidont shall bo issuod by the 
Chief Ministor to tho Clork of tho Eloctoral Offico appointod in 
accordance with section 2 (3) of tho Eloction Rogulation 1979 not less 
than 6 wooks beforo tho oay of Indopondonco. Tho day of eloction given 
thoroin shall bo not oarlior than 2 woeks nor later than 3 weoks aftor 
tho dato of tho issuo of tho writ. 

3. Tho Clark of tho Electoral Offico shall carry out tho functions of the 
Eloctoral Commission. 

4. Tho notico roforred to in Soction 12 shall bo addressed and doliverod 
~to tho Chiof Ministur. 

5. A porson not entitlod to voto appuintod by tho Chiof Ministor shall corry 
out tho functions of tho Chief Justico roferred to in soctions 6,8,9,10, 
12 and 13. 


