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I ANDItE THOMAS 

CHARGE 

!nii)ntional assault" Sl07(c) 

SENTENCE 

Imprisonment for 2 years and 6 months • suspendtd fIJi 3 yeRfs. 

REASONS FOR SENTENCE 

The accused ple~ded guilty to one count oflntentional Assault. The charge was 
brought under Section I07(c)Pen(l1 code Act CAP 13SJ This sub pnragraph l'elates to 
assaults causing damage of a permanent nature and provides Ii maximum penalty of 5 
years imprisonment. Permanent hann was caused in this elise. which will mean that the 
~ictlm, the wife of the accused will.have foJ' the fest of her life a deformed leg, which 
will cause her to walk with diftlculty and with a limp. 

$' • 
On 31 May 1994, the wife of the accused was in the kitchen of her home. Her IS ye,,, 
old son was with her. The accused saw them in the kitchen together and thought to 
himselfthat there was something wrong with the two ofthem being together. I find 
that there is no reason at all for the accusedtohllvecome to this view. Sollie time 
Imer,thellccused spoke to his wife about the son Rndunderstandably, she had no ide" 
What he was talking about During the lalk, the accused picked up a cofre\' stick and 
began to beat his wife with it. .... 

He. stmck her on rhe back at least twice and she tried to run out. of the kitchen. He 
then stmck her Oil the Ieg_ He again hitherto the legan<l this time di(isowith such 
force that the leg broke. She told him that her leg was broken but he hit he. two or 
three times more. She was crying and afi'aid_ She then c.alled tbrhelp and anotlwr man 
came to her assistance and she wastaj(en to the Northern District HospitaL Thi;: 

.. --~-.--~. tl-aCi;tife anile !~g W-ascompllcitHid lind she Was trallsferred to Vila Hospital. After she 
went to Vi!;, her husband came to Vila to help look after hel. 

Mrs 1'hom&8 has accepted het husband back and they are presently livinl:\ together with 
their children. The accused is 52 yea~s old aud they haveS children. Three of the . 
children ~re still attending school. They are paying off a loan for their 110uoc. l'he wit':' 
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n:';" \\)(,d:" an;,~ ;;;0 Hr7' onlv incoHie t~fthe t1lrnriy is tHin c{ t'lt(-~ h:<".,x~:'~-j e:.;:_,~' 
'1'" ,I, \>_':_,-+.: HY tbt'-l~";n:'df~.'-rn nif;iT}cl.l-1(,S-I!il(:t~ 

i\,;:~-; 'rbo)na~ hJ.~" :;,.i}.r.m.~·d a iette'! vlhich \vas tencl:.:red t{: tl'~t: C:;'Ai;\ L ~ t\,I~t $fk. 

th;:1t she 00f;S nGi \vlsh the case to proceed agfdnsi her hU8LJ(~nu. :jtk &ay5. t1J(H 

~,~1'J"-.;-:,th€' tlme gh~', ,vFnt tn bospih~! her husband has been gJ)od i.G S:l~ also p(jinr~ 
cm~ thn! her hnsb~u\d 18 her onlV 111eanS offinanciai support ana [~I-ie c,onch.1de,;~ L:l ~i:'(),11ng 
Fh?f it h, nt1t in 'her he!\rt to report her husband ter wh:.u he na~ D," l(, hb 

Co 
Thy' "ttilllde and position of~.I\rs Thomas lind hel UUldnm mlici:'," "C"lH"nci"i to,,]'; a 

me,s' diflkult Olle. In the enG 1 think that .it impossrble to do )U&lWe In tim "iwatiOl,. 
Thf; ded$ion I have -ulade is rtlade he,c-ause if l' were to Sent] the .dcGusf.(i to prisoH .tH.}\\<'. 

fbe victims of his crime would be the ones who suftered ag .. il" un the [)thej inuu, by 
.. I' I'· . b' . . ... .\ .' not s'[",ndtng 1Hn to t~ao, the ,message m,:~y not ~e gAven tG ttl.t C(JHlrn.:'fr~.1ty, l~"!J.t 1.t!5 a 

i,rV;Ve crime for a husband 10 beat his wife As llulve pelined om Hi (,mel case •• 
dnrne,tic vIolence s"ems tt) he prevalent in the community By imposing II Se!)[tl1Ce of 
7, ~nd 11 halfye~rsimpri8onment, I hope that people will realist tt':1l me Ic;:W treiits 
(lotnestic violence seriously, The sentence that 1 have imposed ,s ha'f tilb !lUIXlrn.uw 
?~\ra{'!abft f\~nrenc-e for this erin-ft:. 

'f,h,;· a,reused i~ 6. first (Jffeuder arlO h~ has fHeade;d gu~it)-. f-~":-~Y &6dlCl"f\.-r..:. :,Jitp·;:';i:,,;;:C q"~ 
8~:ch n man must be re,dufiea because ofthe,se thctors. The.rett,He", 1 1"(;gard·lilc sentdi\>;. 

fbt.'!:'f'i P!E heing 11 high sentence for a tln~t offender. The part!_cul&i- c.ircUr~l&tance;:: of f,'L:: 
-,.ti<:~t~m Rnrt the childrel''l are in this case of suc.h a conlpellmg nature." that! ha \'·e d6Cilk,:.l 
to suspend the sentence. Ihave seiected the maximum tirnetof SUSPC'Iislun ;.)f" 
8entetlGe of 3 years. If the accused COn'Hfllts any cri.n-H:~ withitl this. t:irnc~ ht:. \\;"iH bb 
required to ~e~'!f: the sentCtic·e I have iluposed upnn hint he \vW H{lt get a sf,;CtHHl 

J~' j~11n tie h()p~d that the ;:!.Gcu5e,d t'e~IHSef. that \>vhat he t.:t{i8 ~lone bf.Jth :1)0i~tll)- t"lff,; 

lc,~~,0Hy unac;c'I;:;ptablf), \Vornen In,'Ust not be· trettt.ed in the 'w'ay: thg~: ,he ha~ .. tTf·;:ti 13;·:i hi!:' 
"vif;~, It l~ to he h~)p(~d that his ttl'ne in this Court v,ibere. he 'ha;~,i~~[ird. ~ ndilii.;r~.r o"L 
,'"'the}" Sert0us .mattel's denlt Vi_lin as "vel! as his ov.,ro, -wiH ensure thut :icA On~;Ji~ 

The (:;(~~',~lJ~ed tl~kS nit': ngbt to aDp(~uJ agai:nf.:i th~ d~C12~hHl. ()I !b_~'~, C~.'l'", 
--.--.-+".-.4-4----:;;(:~_"1:'>-~~~____"1.;·4JJ' . ...3j._~t~(\' v./jlhttl 14 dav£ of 1 '11;\ 
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