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IN THE SUPREME COURT 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF VANUATU 

HEARD AT LUGANVILLE. SANTO 
(NORTHERN DISTRICT) 

CRIMINAL 

CRIMINAL CASE NO.43 of 1993 

JURISDICTION 

PUBLIC PROSECUTOR -V- BAKECHILAR KOVAl 

CORAM: BEAUMONT, Acting Judge 
Hiliary TOA For public Prosecutor 
HeatherLINIFor Accused 
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REMARKS ON SENTENCE 
f 

The Accused has Pleaded Gui I ty to two Charges of INDECENT 
ASSAULT by committing an Act of INDECENCY with five year old 
girl (PENAL CODE SECTION 98(1». It is proper to accept the 
pleas. The Accused is convicted accordingly. 

The Accused. now aged seventeen, has admitted the offences 
which occured in September last year when he was sixteen. 
The girl was taken by the Accused to a bush toilet and 
sexually abused. They li'le in the same village and \i.'ere 
discovered by another child. The Accused ran away but later 
adm i tted the offence and another s im i lar offence ear Ii er 
that month. 

It appears that no force ,,'as used and that the victim 
received-no phYS1Calinjury. 

However, although this is a first offence and allowing for 
the discount available to an Accused who admits guilt, the 
crime is sufficiently serious to warrant a term of 
Imprisonment. It \"i11 also be important that, if possible, 

'thEl Accused be rehabilitated by an appropriate form of 
counselling while in Prison. 
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Thg Acc'Jsed is sentencfld to Six Months Imprisonment, to 
commgncg from 26th. May 1993, thg datg whgn hg was takgn into 
Gustody. 

I rgcommgnd that, whgn in Pris·on, thg Accusgd rgcflivg an 
appropriatg form of Gounsfilling. 

Datgd this 4th day of Jung 1993 
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14'~ B,A~U;~ONT 
Acting Judgg 


