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'/ IN THE SUPREMg COURT-1!..~ 

uo c.~ /(-. 

THE REPUBL~F VANUNfU LAND CASE NO. L3/84 

Tom Shem 
Barnabas Nareane, .v. ~m Iohnamu 
WI1Tler,fambaa 
:m.mon Novou 

WHl!:REAS a land dispute exists between the above parties to a 
pIece of land in Talma; 

AND WHEREAS the matter was dealt \'lith by the Island Court without 
Erst seeKIng the vie"'ls of the Council of Chiefs on rfanna; 

AND WHEREAS the decision of the Island Court 3. copy of ''1hich is 
a-Etacned, fs now the subject of an Appeal before the' supreme Court, 
I. the Chief Justice, hereby request the Council of Chiefs to 
conj3ider thls matter and forv/ard their viewB to me before the 
30th April 1986. 

Dated 'at port-Vila this 19th day ,of March, 1986. 

~~·ao/tr, 
Frederick G. Coolce 
CHIEF JUSTICE" 

\ 
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Ghief J'us tice 

Supreme \Jour!; 

Port vila, VCJlJlwtU. 

'j '. I . 

:J.'nnnn islanel Council blong 
Chiefs Niko _Le ~Pen 

III anna , Vanuatu. 

22nd May, 1986. 

llii'erelll i£;o lon(,; Ie t tel' blong you dated 
19th march, l'_nC) ~"Je ;yuu beell wri {jem 1/10 seuliem :Lcoma lone; l'anlla J..sland 
Council blanc; ,,,hief S 1.1 ko .lJO I-Pen about jJ<J.ntl J~oJJlitpuns we 
Barnabas HCJ.ruo<J.G V. Sam .LolllWI1lU 
110m Bhem-" ----- . 
iYillie I;'ambulJ 
Bimon l~ ovou-

Olgeta olistap tok tok from. 

:l.tamlQ J.sIClnd l1 r
JIJl :L gh1cl blanc; C;i vom views blanc; hem 1011G you about land 

ia lonG siele hIong l1ustom. 

Long 29th Uc(;oher, J9rYI- '-Panna 1-s1Htld council blonr; clJiefs i holem one 
me t tins blong 1.00 Ie look lOJlrr, au thorlty blonp; 110m [HlOm more lJarnabas 
~arueaG blollG look look GUrose liufalla i~a(; riGht Ions side long custom 
inf3ide lonf'; r:;J'Ol ul'l/ ... :OI,lLwPIlD.S IBO Iena-tlla IH.:l.knl1lal. 
From lett;or bl()J1l'~;You :.'iO ;you Re.1ll;e rn :Lcomo ,rdlca JJe Ten hemi holem nO 2. 
two) met (;inr; hnclc Cl;,';nin lone; number J!t: /lp1'il, 198() hernia las(; monlih 
blonc~ looj~ loof, lrJ.c:.k :Jr~;(1:in long 01c;cdi8 his [;or;y- blong olGa l;a names we 
olistnp lone; J.,r) l; tel' in. 

1,0ng T',\Tofalln HIe t L; illf'; .in l'Dl1ll8 \/ouncils blanc; vldef8 i aprovem se .Lenap
uas land we ip{;8.p 1011(; d.Lspu{je herni bl(lll[~ .uarnnpDs TlI0 .Lorn :::;ltem. 
J.Hko JJe 'lIen IV;1rll npro VOIl! se tl.lfalJa '.llOlH Shem mo _0. Naruoag, tuIalla igat 
rir.~hli over IGJl(ll-vu llD pua 13 TrIO -,-enaul:} jAakarnal froEI we 
1. 'J.lr.roIalla icolllG 10Ilr~ lripe llame blom;; hem lwkuRi lLrmanig. 
2. Ienaul8. nn I~ nm::tl IV~Jlll bif,falla lln.kamnl b lonr.; tufalla we hemi nakamal 

01.1.81':;8J) lTIU lu"!JI1 Toka (lance lorlf~ hem 10.nrS oa1'eaia, 'vYGtem ol(,;e ta people bloni~ tulalln • 

.3. .'dille HBmbn s lwml blong .1:1'i pe name blonr; hem h.ouiameta we icome 
lonr:~ south .I:anna IlIa b.em ino realated t;o Jiakusiarmani('; J..ripe long 
8i(le blon;; (~u8lorn blol1r;; 'l'anll:;l.. 

l~. Tom ;:.ihern lIJOI'O 1). nnru(~a(~ tufnlla isl;tl.p inRide long tripe Opusesion 
long n.ouinmc'l;a '1.'_1:'1po \'1e lWn1e blong JH~JlI NilTll'ulCf:JJl 101lf~ sl<1e blonr~ cus'~c blont'; i'(1l11\J1. 

Ino every nal;-!1 I 'JrJ.l 10lJe; .Lanna .LSICJllrl we olir:;(;ap l11nkem ..laka dance lonG hen 
be sarnTalla nnl:amill 110 III 0 • i! rom olsem .LonauLn l,akamal heml biGfalla i~aka
l!lal J over lOll'.; lancJ.!_ouuapua.s isoGm se Larnapas more 1'. Shem tufalla 
1 o',':enem land. I.onr.; /',,<JVllClPUcl:3 lonG sido blo11!.s cun tom. 
Blong look 1001\ lon[~ ::Jc.lr) blonc; .V.lllie Numbas report, hem i tolk abiliut 
Idl1e;dom Idpl.'otl. rPamw -Lnlaw.1 vounc_ll h.L()n~~' vldeIs i wau(;em ruakem i clee: 
lonf~ you se, HLngc10Ill Hip I:Oll henli blong 10nL~ (;ime .finish manylillousands 
years ago. lLirjll; blon{~ twoIalla JcLup;clom J,ouiD.lIleta. more llimruken istad 
long lime finl[lh befvro fcuH.Ll;y blong ,,1111e Nambas imove inside b10ng 
stap long laJl(l/,00napu8.s, more Lenaula i:lc1kmnal. 
Jlemia hi8i.;or;y hlong family blonp; iI. Nambas blong clearfy lonG you why 
hemi think se hemi O'Nnem LaucH.oonapuas • 

.Long Sid.e blon:'; custom bie;falla Hambas olgeta
J 

hemi IIlaIl from ~outh Tanna 
nakamal bloIlC; :l.eDl hellli IlmAPm long l\.WB.mera area.. . 
Before dlJ-'i8~J:lnal;y :i.:~olJle long I_eann,~_. J3:if!;ra~,l~ J1~mpas. he~~,~ l~a.n bl~ng _POiE 
on name bloIl!); Item hernL llnhaJc or nel;~k lo.lJb CUSL;OIll. blo11c>_ Tamla. H~mbas 
ia hemi pbis(!n'~1Tl plnnLe man lonc~ soul;h J.am.la lllO'IO~l dead. l-l~mbaB 1a h~m 
igat Wan son b.LollC; hem llalIle blollC; hem Nourllia. ralffi olfala .l,ambas heml 
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Dead firtish, ulc;o(;n man Lone; f:wu.(;h 'l'anrla olistap Light agains·(; l~ourita 
.from Jamil;y in isbap poisenem 01 mall. J:rom fiSl1(; ia, 1I0ur:Lta bikinini. 
blow); b~l5.ralla JitllnbrHl,lo.Tl5 GOut;ll hemi ['[;lll (J1Nay lonr; nnkamal blong hem 
1110 hem :L lw I.'()III canoe .l lJ::vld 1e 10nr~ hem :If.~o Jmsom Oll!ll. place nRlne blonr; hE 
llemi lAKUU1\.[WlI. mo honIi fjO shore! 101ll; plnee 18.. J.alcurarur hemi long lort 
Hesolu(;ion ens I; l'anua. Henli [T,o stap illOUlr, one villu(!;e name blong hem 
.L~neal. DOllr?; '1'im8 :Lo. J.'ripel war isi;ap GO ahead ~yel.i lonrs ..l.slanU blonl?; 'l'an1 

1'ime we chris/;i.nn.:Lty, hemi move nLronr; lJadc again,lonr; tiime ia l'1Ourita 
llemi stell-> 10JlJ': l',Iwui vLU.G(T,() 1011l:~ .tort uesoluLloIl.Jjefore hem i <lead hemi 
gat ,"van 80m bl/HlG hem name blo11.1'; hem i~ANUA. After lonu; t;ime ia olman olj 
start; blom:, Li i.'elOll(:; peace more from pence isf.;ul'd blong Gro\'l aftsr chriE 
ianity, \van )JFI'1 nWllG b1oJl{'; hom uALPINI Af31M Henri. out lone; wan nalca11lal 
name b.lon!,~ 11elll .lJOAN.PAT lWIIlia long Iteisif3i Ina heIll :i paddle lonG canoe ig< 
lon[~ lort Heso lul;ion lrtO hem i kcu:'em liclllua icome long ;,eisisi iputem hem 
long Ol1e vilJ.:I;;e name 1JJ.on{~ hem lWIlll IM1\.Ja lOllr': iieisisl. 1'airn HaLlUa hemj 
iEltap lours Ylei .'lisi hend m~u~ied 10nl~; Ivan woman llame blonc; hem hemi NIMALJ 
women bloll['; J.Jrl!Jac(;ouH vLUage TiOUUl8. 'l' wolalla ic;arem three sons, 1. 1:'oi i 

2. Namhas we l);1bo. blong .dllie Liambo.s more :). h.o.pen. 
11ime l'Ie Hambn.:; baba bloll{:s ni11ie l·,aInbnfl i borne, wan man name blong hem 
hemi Ie tika, ',~i() hem i .1.11.'8 t 1:(18 Ii OJ: blOll(; J.-re sb;yterian vhurch long "hi te 
Gands.Lanna, hr~ lid. {IdOl) tcm hem JUo(Jl.me l,ambas llellli bigLallcl. hemi /ji vern one 
womeH J.ong iH!1I1 I.;uu I.J.I.UHI) maL·eel .LOll!'; hew lila llallle tHOllr; P/OlllElll ia nemi lAol 
lJon(]; .Lime in J~~l;il~.8 heltl:i. u;JVGll1 1011[1; ifambas one Sluell.l piece blone; land. 
rle nome blonc; Ilem hum.L J,oUH l.'J.'OU we hemJ. .Long way. 1011[,; ' ..... 0'-' napuas .Land. 
l!rom we lOll/..', .i ilHILi.on ia J.'RlIlbas babu blollG ~dllie' .I.,ambus hemi stap WIeleI' 
long au Ll10rl toY blanc olJ:e-IlJ.u Ietika. , 
Before Nanua v;e c;rand.faliuer bJoDC; Hillio i.:Jmbas icoIne blong stap 101l~ 
IIciGi81., somo l;ripeJ. \,'Jar hnmi f.;akern plnco f1111811 J'Ll.'sl; time between 
oJ.f~e l;a t.rCtvcln 1.'0 'Ne oLio ran [l.1.'ID.;Y long pJaeo blanc; oige ba mo oJ.icome wli 
stap LQng ·do:i.:d.si mo be/.;\'/eo[1 fnm.LJ.;y blonc .Lam ohern more 13. Narueag. 
J:"one; oLc;e 1;(1 Li;-;Jlt to., plan!;y peo[lle lonr; side blanc; .i·.aruear; lllore bhem 
oli denc.l 1.>e .ce'·'; Inomo oli Ii ve. L,one timo ia ol(T,o (;0. -travelers ali winem 
Lif;hli mo ali !"ove insicle mo karern gl'oun~t or land blonc; .family blon~ 
iJhem lIlO llaTtH::~(I:';. Timo Nauua herni Gome long ;.jeisisi J.etilta hemi t~i vern 
r~rouncl 1011(5 L:ll!1:i.ly 1.>lonc; hem be c;rolUlg i<1 ino c;round. blong retilea be 
henIi blonc; norllew:: 11101.'0 'J.'. i3helll. 'l'ime lile .llarnbas baba blo11(;, willie' hamba~ 
istap long mn:t J.1 preece land. 'ile Jetika i Gi vom long hem novi hemi start 
blong siLliem 1)( unclry blone; come kasem!-.ovno.puas land we touay hemi tallen 
se hell1i lanrl I) Lone; hem. 

'J.'aUlltl ..l.slaml council b.Lonc; aldeJs hem i aprovem finish long side blong 
·.canna cus l;OIll r;(~ Inllcl / <1:'\.;}JUpu::JS h8lnl no lanel hloner, 'ld.lIie lw.mbas .from we 
:family blolln; "',"Ill 118Jl1.i. r8.n away Crom nal:.n.n)(ll bloll[j hem long south Tanna 
from hewl sl;;:] Jl polnenom 01 man 1110 .1lemi come is tap today long Ground blor 
j~rlpe blong l~uLI~UJiarHla..lliG VIC propa lCl.wl OWllPrf3 t;ufalla 'r .Shem more H. 
Naruoag. JJonr', side long .Lanna GUS!iOill, fnmily blonr~ w. Numbas we today 
ali 13 tap 101l[,~ );akttsiarrnnnig Tripe, olge (;a oli ·l.'.ravlers nomo be one day 
ali mus(; go back lon~ south '..t:anna long proper place, village mo nakamal 
blong 01ge(;o.. 

'J.'annn .lsland cou.ncil blonl~ villefs Niko 1Je ~een hemi wCl.nl;elll tallem long 
you se \1111ie l]ambas hemi save [';001.1 se family blonc; hem lJerni come long 
sou(;h Lianna, v illac;e more Jla1calllal blonr~ hem .lJDNAPE be hem isl.iap makem 
eXCl.l.f3e momo b10111."; l;nllern se bemi bloIlG"Ovnapuas. 
Hemi no gat l'ir';llt not;}dIl(j long L8.nc1~Q~~nCl.puas more ino blong hem long 
side blone; 'l.'alHID. Cus (;om. 

~ide blons Simon Huvou 
t. 

'ranna .Lslan<l Council blong 0h:i.efs i wanlJolll tallem lonr:; you se Simon Nuvc 
herni no gab 1'1[';111; lonr:; l.,C1nc.l ;,6\('napuas. JJonc; side blon(~ custom hemi blong 
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Lena.kel a.rea moee i'nmily bloD[j hem ieome .f.rom IJenakel Wes"!; Tanna 
Hemi mombor lJ.1 one oll~etR L'L'avlers nomo i8(;np lonr~ woif3is:i. olsem 
i'aniily blong II LIlie {bill IJU S • Hemi ItO [~al; 1.'i(:,11t 101ig ground 1"'()\Jnapuas. 

Long side blOJlC) .iolulO.l!lu. 

Iohnamu hemi. lllong nakamal JJe liapu 10n[5 side blong eustom more today 
hemi s tap unell' [' long HU 1;l101'i ty blong Darnabas 11arueag more Jl!om Shem. 
~ranna island (,otUlcil howL look save hir, t;or;y blong ,.Jam Iahnamu mo D. 
Narueag more ~.'Olll Slwm iglad 1011[,; h0111 blon[~ s tall long ground blonc; ". 
twofalla lonr; side b1011g custom. 

fanna Island (;ouncil bloll(S \,/l1ieIs hemi '.'mnl.4'/lll l;allem long you se hem 
i apl'ovem lOlli', sitlEl lllonp; rannn liustOIll se, i"v','~mHpuas IHnd 11el11i blonc; 
Darllabas 1~;Jrun'.li·; lila ·.t'om '.,hom more b.ig.L"aJ.la nakarna.L blonc; tufalla we 
hemi blonr~ '.liol: n . . dance hemi lenaula. 

jdllie l'I,lJnbar; lw.l'lino chief blone; j:oka be hemi long side blong custom 
blong .lillllli;l. henLi go t ,van name we long lanf';n,:1(,;o blong Tanna i talem se 
'l.'upunis bloJlC; Iletik 01' l'In}w.k imiu81l1 S8 JIlaIl we imakem poisen. 

jjlonr; clearem hack H(';::dn lonG ,r:.d.de blong .lanna 0uctom se 
'l'ann<J. J.sIn-nel \ ·(HUletl hloJJr~ v.hloTs 118rnl ClfJl'OVem so lJaIHlI'Il.J/mapuas 
hemi blong .U81'Ilai>1.l.S ll<JrUeag '.'10 tom Tom d1iem aCGordine; lone; history 
blollG olgo (;,1 evor;yone. 

Demin now vle~8 blanG £Blllia ~sland council blong chiefs corncernem 

JI.'I.ntJ.I"G~napuns ;you oeen asleam wetem aprovol blong hem 
long side blalJ!~ ·.l'mUla Custom. 

.IHone; vhiefs 
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