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JUDGMENT 

• 
On the 17th of August 1980, early in the morning a witness Julienne Mary 
Bongname was j.n her house with her husband Alfren, near the village of 
'I'ombang, on the islanel of Ambrym •. About :3 a.m. she left the house to go 
to the lavatory alj.ttle eli stance away. It was still dark when i3he returned 
she sD.tel her hustw.nd Alfred took his torch and left the house intenning to 
also go to the lavatory. She said after he left the house she heDrd fifle 
fire aUI4 h(~flrn her hUf;l1and say "Oh" but she did not take any notice and. she 
thought some men from the village were shooting:flying foxes. A.fter awhile 
Elhe heard twr husban(1 say "Oh" again and then heard another rifle shot and 
sorneonf~ say "You go Slngautem August" and then she heard more groans and 
-thought her husband had been shot • 
.she sai.d she was -too scared to leaw~ the house but after awhile she (Ud open 
the cloor nn<1 saw her husband ly:Lng on the ground vlith the torch still li.ghtir 
.ing o .')h," ran 1;0 wlJeJ'e her hushDm] was lying, took his torch ancl ran to 
Tomhang village toller sister's house ann to] (1 her \vhat happened. ,she 881d 
the" people were too frightenecl to go to the spot where ht?!, hushaml was aG 
.L t vnu, .st.u 1 dar]( but when 1t was daylight she and the otherp, went to t.he 
spot Dlld f;ic\W her husband dead. He had two bullet ilo] es, one on tlw r:i.b cage' 
underneilth the ri.ght arlll and one bullet hole on h:is left shoulder. Th.i_s 
wi.tneE>s i3'tat<~n that BtlC hearn thEo accused say that he \,,01l1n shoot either 
her hlWba1ll1. or one of hi sbrother' fl l'CCilllf:e lw had l\cen assaulted by somE, 
people i.n Tomllang tJ:i.l luge, 

• 
,';t,) tement;r; I)f [ton.i.rw 'deyang, Manses Bob, Edul, LOlli_s-Marie Bule, Thomas Adel, 
Carla Loda, Luatl, HonnLe jVlartin, and Andrew Tom vmre admitted :Ln evidence 
I"Jth the con:'lent of lone defence counsel ]Vir. Hudson. 
From the stfltementr.l 1t was mi\de .. clear t.hat Alfr(Od rlececlsc"n had receiv,?rl tlu'el 
'\n.ll ]_E~t w()untls, 01!(~ (')n -t'I)E: lefi: f'()r{~,:~!rJn 8nd t'VJO n~'l t',h(-~ ri.g:ht nl,~.e. 
\·1.i.-t:ne2i~,~f-~Jj :.:,"!:r.-'1tf:;c] 'I~hnt tl--li=: nc(';usc:(] 1}2<"1 corne 'l~,n o'j')c: hO-\J!::lP ;)!'ld r:::-1l.C1 -

IIrrlH~ -tr'oulJlc-;? L::; I hn1/c ~~;llot J~] f('(;c1 nongn;-H!H;'-~$ fi 

HonnLe i'~m't.i_n stated n" I:!PVlO!tiV." ilccuflerl <l .J.o:ln of' UH" rif1<> .ill ,Tune 1980. 
Fup'!:hco'C c~vi.denGe waf; that thc! fiGcused h'i.:l the r'j fIe in the bush which was 
1 ateT' founrl. 



, 
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Tn his statement to Captain Willie Davin, ['leael of the Criminal Investigation 
Department, the accuRed stated he ho d been to America anel that President 
Carter hqd instructed him to carry out the killing of the deceased. 

Mr. Hudson for the accused stated at the commencement o.f the case that the 
nefence would be one of insanity. For the defence he called Dr. Bowden who 
stated he had many conversat.ions wi.th the accusen.. The accused told him that 
Goel had visited him and told him that one day he would be the leader and ruler 
of Vanuntu, that the whole country woulc1 he one under the SDA Church and other 
religjons woul<1 he destroyed. 
That God regularly has had conversattons with him since then, particularly in 
the early hours of the morning and still continues to do so. 
That God sent his light to shine on him wh.idh he feels burns his skin, his 
eyes and his ears and he can't escape tlnis light even if he tries to run away 
into the bush, it is always with him. 
That God told him, following a conversation around 3 a.m. on the night of the 
murder, that it was alright to kill this man. 
That he believed he met President Carter of the United States at Lamap several 
years ago and that he will go and live with President Carter. 
That he believed that the Duke of Edinggurgh would declare him lUng of Vanuatu. 
Tbat all the people in l1is area are against him and are trying to deprive him 
of his land. 

From phxs:ical exam:Lnrlti on the accused re'.realed no abnormal i t.i es and i.nvest - ! 
i gat.i.ons hmre not revealed any evidence of diabetes, tuherculosiro anti syphill.q 
Lumber puncture was normal. 
That his. mood varies from depressed to one of uncontrolled mirth. 
In the opinion of' the Doctor, the accused is sufferi.ng from a serious mental 
d:i sorder characterised by a paranoid delusional (schi.zophrenic) s·tate in 
which he may neither understand nor interpret reality nor can he make rational 
deeistons. 
He cannot: understand -the meaning of his actions in terms of the real world. 
The Doctor's treat.men·t of the accused consisted of interviews and di.scussions 
and drug,] and medicati.on. He used the drug Modeate all the time, 
He s1:a-r.ed. that the accllsed must conti.nue to attend HospitAl for examinati.on 
ann treatmeni:. 'l'hat he must be under regular medical supervision .for many 
years ane1 that he would n.ot. he allowen to return to his island [I.mbrym because 
hi.s mental state may dei:er.i.oate as there is a lot of ill feelj ng agains1; him 
in the community. Again the accused has threatened to kill other people on 
Amhryrn rm.d ftnally there may be retributi.on against him by h1.s people in 
Ambryrn. 

In answer to the Court the Doctor said that i.f the accused is given the 
'oT'l':ect merjjcCltLon and kept ClWClY from his own i.slClnd j.t would 11e safe for hiro 
to move freel'y ahont VIla, 

I 

'fhe Doctor stated in ending his evidence that he was quite sa.tisf'i.ed that when! 
the aCCl.1sen shot the d(~ceased, be (Hd not know what he was doing. 
The Doc'tor was of the view 1;ha t the accused should stay i. n a friend's house 
and engage hi lTIsel f in some work, Dr. Caroline Knowles a visi.ting psychologist 
at the ~ell't:ral Hospital, stated tbat she was willi.ng to undertake supervision. 
treatment of the accllsed, provLded a medical consultant advisecl on the drug 
treatment of the acclJsed. 
,she would set, 'I:h(~ aCG1.lsed on Friday the 23rd of Apri 1 at 1.30 p. m. and there -
after would a(1vise the accused when he had to vi.sit the Hospital. .She was 
w.I.11illg to be a proj1ation officer for' t.11(' nurpose of the Penal Code. 

,~t the et"1 of 'r,hp evidence ·the [Jf3SeSSOrs and royse] f were fully satisfi ed that 
the AGGuserl at the t1.me of comrn.i tti n[~ tl'le offence was suffering from a defect 
of reason, due to a deseose of the mind whi.ch rendered h.im incapable oJ 
appreciating the probable effects of htR conrluG.t, Ve HGcordingly acquitted 
hi.m of this charge . 
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The Court Orders that the accused is to reside with Kalo Mwana who lives 
in Vila near the main wharf. It is further Ordered that he cannot leave 
Vila without the permission of the Court and further Ordered that he is 
to attend the Central Hospital once a month commencing Friday the 23rd of 
April at 13.30 hours and thereafter as agreed with Dr. Knowles. 

On the second charge of carrying arms, the accused is found guilty on his 
own adm.i.ssion and is fined lOOOVatu or 2 weeks imprisonment. 
He is allowed until the 30th of April 1982, to pay the fine. 

Dated thi.s 20th (jay of April. 1982 • 
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Chief Justice 


