
W";:;i{~·r'" 
", " 

, ' , IN THE SANTO(MALO , 

\ 

~ ISLAND COURT OF 

, , 

~ 

I 
~.() , 

i. 

i 
f 
r 
ii' ) ( , 
i 

~ ' .... 

THE REPUBLIC ,.oF VANUIITU 
----------------------~ pgJ{61<" 
~e T. 
h rJ' ' 
[.0 LAND GASE 

BETWEEN : 

AND : 

... MAR.UA ." 

MALIU POROU 
(Plainti.ff) 

LEVU VIRISI 
(Claimant z) 

KELE SIMEON 
(Climant 3) 

IANAVARI MELE 
(Claimant 4) 

JUDGEMENT 

Graon we fo (4) pati i rao from kastom nem blong em "MARUA" 
we i situate bitwin tu btkfala River Wailapa mo Manihao, mo 
inland i finis long 01 hill, emia long Saot Santo. 

Plenti! Maliu Janutu emi klem Marua !olem raet we i kam aot 
long Marmartavui, Marmartavui ikat tu' pikinini, Aruvino mo 
Arumasana, tugeta boy. Aruvino, pikinini blonlir em 

~ Tavuiporou, we em, pikinini gel blong em, Vetui '; mama blong 
plentif. Arumasana we em wetem papa rna br.ata bl~>ng em olj 
blong kaetom graon, "PALOI 1f 

1 emi maret long \tu wbman 1 Veti ro 
rna Vamalo. Fes taem emi tekem Veti ro we papa blong em 
Harmartavui i' pem long 5 pig "be woman, man nemblong em 
Tavonpalopulu i t'ekem aot mo i kam waef blong em. After 
Harmartavui i pem nambatu woman Vemalo igo long Arumaeana, 
long 5 pig.' Be Vemalo tu, Tavonpalopul,u i tekem aot 
bakeken. Tavon emi bions Marua we i grao'n 01 pati istap'rao 

'from. 

Ten pig we i bride price blong tu woman ia Tavon inopem bak 
igo long Arumasana blong Paloi, nating we 'emi, bin kaeem 
toktok blong jensem 01 pig ia,. Vetirc emi no karem wan 
p iKinini wetem Tavon taeffi emi tet, be Vema 10 i benem Vet i vu 
We i mama blong klemen 1, Levu Virisi, after Veuhi, wan gel 
bakeken 11!C!, wan boy, Tilea. Tilea inc kat pikinini. 
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Plentif Maliu i klem rdet ia nao blong Tilea from se Tilea i 
cousin brata blong em Tavuiporou. Em we,tem 01 witnes,l!I blonS 
em ali talem s. Maliu bae i karem raet long Marua frOm Til~a 
i oeusin bleng Tavuiporo,mo tu from 01 10 pig ie Tevpn ~no 
jensem olgeta iet. Be long lukluk b~ong kat tufala ino 
cousins folem blad, emia wan witness bleng Mallu, Les i 
talem tu se pig noma i mekem tufala i cousins. 

Main witness blong Mallu, Chief Mclitacitamata, I talem se 
folem kastom blong Santo, nephew blong Tilea, Levu Virisi, 
long priority of rights, raet blong em i kern sekon long raet 
blong Maliu from Maliu istap klemen raet blong bubu blong 
em, Tavuiporou we i coU~in bleng Tilea rna i laef let. Emi 
talem se long kastom spos wan man we i ona blong graon i tet 
be eous in blong' em i laef em nao bae i karem raet long 
graon. Long kes ia Maliu bae i karem raet from bubu blong 
em Tavuiporou we i oousin blong Tilea i laef iet, we i min 
se Levu Virisi we i stret nephew blong Tilea ina save kat 
raet, or i kat raet be raet blong em i kam seoond leng raet 
blong Maliu. Mo tu Levu Virisi ina save kat raet from oli 
pem aot mama blong em finis 19o, long Pel. Kot ina akseptem 
toktok ia blong Maliu, Jif Molitaeitamata wetem 01 nara 
witness from i klia long Kot se Tavuiporou wetem Tilea 
tufala ina oousins folem blad. Emi klia long Kot se pati ia 
lkam antap wetem proposi t ion blong eeus ins" emia noma blong 
klemem graon. 

Namba tu basis blong klem blong Mallu emi 10 pig we oli 
bride price blonS,Vetiro wetem Vemalo, we Tavon blong Marua 
ino jensem bak iet igo long Arumasana blong Paloi. Kwesten 
nao whether emia i oraet long kastom blong Santo? Kot i bin 
putum kweeten long Maliu se emi klem folem pig or kaon biong 
pig er rope blong pig? Emi anea se emi klem folem rope 
bleng pig. Nao long kastom biong Santo spos woman ~ge wetem 
wan man blong wan graen mo karem pikinini, pikinini blong em 
i save go bak long graon blong mama blong em. Kastom ia i 
laef i stap rna Jif Molitaoitamata i talem ... ot stret long 

• Kat. Example blong em Jif Molitaoitamata i talem aot long 
kat, we emi talem se Maliu, papa blons em,ino pem aot mama 
blong em taem 1 tet, we i makem se Mal iu; i kam bak long 
graon blons Palei we i graon blong papa blong mama blong em. 
Emi stanap long Paloi nao em klemem raet bleng Tavuiporeu 
from se Tavuiporou i cousin blong Tilea. Long lukluk blong 
kot epos ino gat kastom ia bae Mallu ino save klem. 

Nao, aplaem kastom ia long kes blong Maliu, pig blong Paloi 
i,no fasem em igo long graon blong Marua. Be 01 pig blong 
Paloi nao i fasem 01 pikinini blong tu woman ia, we wan nomo 
i kat pikinini, igo long graon blong Paloi from ali no pem 
,tufala. Emia i livim tingting i klia long kat se Maliu i 
sud klem long basis Se ikat kaon blong pig istap rna raet ia 
i depend long stret ana blong graon. I kat tu difren raets 
folem kas tom blong Santo long saed long pig, fes wan 
pikinini. blong woman i save go bak long graon blong pupu 
blong em spas ali no pem em, emia taem ina gat stret blad 
blong graon folem male laen i laef i'eta,p, rna seoondly raet i 
save kam antap taem "kaon biong pig i laef istap. 
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Long kes biong Maliu kot i rejeotern klem biong ern we i bea"-l.. -
long oousins, mo 01 pig long way we em'i putum long k01;, be~' ~ J 
kot i akseptern se ikat kaon blong 01 10' pig i laef iB~ap, be~ ~ 
ina rnin se long priority of rights, bl~ng ern' i fes wan, rna ''4~ _ ~ . 
ina min se emi kat rae-t blong karem aot evri graon blong d 
debtor. ' " ~ 
Fea klernen emi Levu Vir-isi. Famle we emi kam aot long ern ~ ::( ~ 
storian blong ,ern ikam aot finis antap. Levu Virisi emi ~ , 
stret nephew blong Tilea blong graon ia Marua. Evri pati ~ 
ina d~BPutim se erni no nephew blong Tilea, mo erni klem Marua'{' ~ . 
irom_!:.!.:.2. kat man ...iolem laen blong man i laef we i blong \j 
Marua. Folero kastom blong Santo spos - situation olsem i karn! J P 
~ntap nephew i save go bak long lOra on blong unole. Kwesten {, 
ikam aot long kat se olaem wanem or nephew bae i mekem wanem • 
folem kastom blong Santo blong ko hal em graDn blong uncle? ~ ~.; 
Hae jif tlglitacitarnata ~ ansa se nephew baa i kivirn wan pig ~ 
or kilim wan pig igo long uncle blong formalisem raet blong ~ 
em long graon. Kastom i~Levu Virisi i b}n makem emi bin 
kivim wan i Ion Tilea taern emi la f . t aot ia 0 ri 

,D2ra_pati oli no di utirn. Nao kot i reoognaesern rae blong 
Levu Vi,risi ova long graon blong Marua, frorn emi stret blad 
blong graon ia i laef istap, Maliu emi blong difren graon mo 
blad, mo i klia long kot se klem blong em i stanap noma long 
kaon blong pig. 

,Klernen 2 emi Gele Simeon, mo emi stap klem wan graon insaed 
'long bikfala bandri blong Marua. Klemen ia i talem se long 
save rno bilif blong em bikfala gra6n we plaintiff rna k1emen 
t ~9tap ~rnem ern..! ,no Mar1!A, 12e Ii~t graon we' arua emia 
naR emi stap klem~m. Gele S~rneon i talem ge. stret. ban~rl ~(' 
blong Marua we eml 'klernem eml stat long Ranalloa Rlva 19O~ 
long Walapa Riva rna Walapa River' iron igo kasern solwara. 
Mo long narasaed Vurapeka' iron igo long Manihaa riva mo 
l:{anihao Riva iron igo kasem Solwora. Graon ia emi stap 

• within tu bigfala ·riva long Wailapa mo Manihao. Be kat ino 
akaeptem toktok blong em se bikfala part blong graon we 
plentif mp klemen 1 tufala i klemen ino Marua, from spas emi~ 
no M~r~~e eml. ~m §raon,.J ~ ino kiv.em nem blonS graon{g.t2 0r 
la., Kat i save se long Santo pipol ali stap usum rlva blong 
markem graon blang olgeta mo kot i bilif-se evri graan ia we 
istap insaed bitwin Wailapa Riva rna Manihao Riva mo i finis 
taon long Balwora rna antap long- hill emi Marua. Be kat i 
akseptem se Gele Simeon i klemem part blang Marua we ,long 
eave blo~g em, em nao i Marua we description blong ern ietap 
antap. 

Gele Simeon i klemem part blong graon ia Marua folem famle 
we emi descend long em. Emi talem se Marua or part blong 
Marua ia i 'blong Javarai Gele. Gele pikinini blong em 
Bulukarai. Bulukarai, pikinini blong ern Simeon we i papa 
blong Gele Simeon we i klemen. 
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Gele ~no stanap long wan kaat~m blong klem part biong Marua, l; 
be em~ klemen. nomo from se em~ graon blong 01 buou blong :em .. 
bifo ikam. Emi talem se plante 01 olfala, samfala i laef t 
iet be samfala i tet finis, ali bin .talem ae graot! ia i ~ 
blong em. Be 01 nara pati ali talem se Gele Simeon ina kat , 
eni raet long graon ia Marua from, Simeon .ino pikinini biong '::!.. 
Bulukarai .fro~ Bulukarai ikat sick wetem sex organa biong em 
mekem Be bae emi no save kat eni pikinini wetem wan woman, '" 
be emi pikinini blong wan man, Roikele. Be 01 nara tri pati 
ia wetem 01 witnes blong 01 ali no save ae Roikele i blong 
where pIes, aam oli talem se emi biong Solomon Islands,. sam 
.oli talem se emi blong Erromango'mo sam bakeken oli talem ae 
emi blong West Coast long -Santo. Be· G;"le Simeon i talem se 
ikat tu Gele, wan emi Roikele oli stap tokabaot mo nara wan 
emi Javiraikele we i great-grand bubu blong em mo emi blong 
Marua. Emi talem se Javiraikele,. Rev. Dr. Joseph Annand i ~ ~ 
baptaiaem em aamtaem long 1889 long Walapa mo ikam oleem wan 
long 01 fea tija blong Presbyterian Churoh. Emi talem ae ~. ~ 
histri ia oli rekodem long wan buk blong Presbyterian ~ ,,) 
Churoh. Toktok ill. 01 nara pati oli no diaputim. Kot i ~ ~ 
akseptem se ikat tu Gele, wan i great-grand bubublong Gele ~ 
Simeon we emi Javairake.le mo emi blong Marua, mo kat ino ~ J 
akseptem ae Simeon, papa blong Gele ~imeon i pikinini blong ,~ 
road.· Emia 'i iolem se kot i reoegnaeaem raet blong Gele ..;> 
Simeon long part blong Marua we emi atap klemem. Be from <"TJ 
graon la emi Marua let, bae· emi karem raet long graon igo..J:wa.-c:'f 
finis nomo long Sulepatvejul long Marua Hill. From spos emi . ___ 
kare!!l. evri graon w~ ,em,i klem bae Levu Vir'iai'i lusum sam 
bo.u;y graot! mo nasara bl@ng":';'l bubu b10ng em·-~(iCm. 111/1W? .!J<J-CId1n/Pl. 
Las wan emi klem blong Ianavari Mele. Klemen ia i talem ae 
emi no intres long graon blong Marua we em wetem 01 witnea 
blong em ali save se emi biong Tilea. Klem blong Mele emi 
from overlap long bandri blong Marua 19o lnaaed long '''gl-aon 
biong olgeta. Pati· ia i klem ae bandri biong Marua we trl 
nara patl I mekem igo ova i kavarem sam graon blong em we 
emi Naone. Mele I talem se graon blong Naone istap naraeaed 

• Manihao River mo I orosem river ia ikam narasaed smo!. 

Nao long lukluk bleng kot spos igat wan graon nem biong em 
Naone, graon ia istap naraa~ed long Manihao riva. Em!a from 
long Santo igat plante riva, mo pipol all UBUm olsem mark 
blong graon blong aI, long kes ia bandri blong Naone Ino 
save kresem bigfala riva biong Manihao. Mo i klia long kot 
iolem toktok blong evri 4 pati, Ianavari Mele' Istap klem wan 
Native Reaerve we tufala kapman i demaroatem bife finis, be 
emia ino wan kastom mark. Tu Ianavari Mele, wetem 01 witnes 
blong em 011 no save 01 kastom mark blong graon we lava 
long Manlhao riva we ali talem se emi part blong Naone . 
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Oli talem stret long Kat se ali no save 01 mark ia. 
Bakeken, spes igat graen Naone, bandri blong em i finis long 
Manihae. 'Bandri klem blong Ianavari Mele, Kot i dismisim. 

Folem 01 toktok ia KQt i, faenem se evri graon we istap 
insaed long klem blong Maliu Janutu emi Marua. Gele Simeon 
bae emi karem pa'rt we emi klemem, 'be graon we bae emi karem 
i finis nomo long Maru<l Hi.ll, emia long Sulepatvejul. Levu 
Virisi bae i karem evri nara part. Long aaed blong Maliu, 
from Kat i akseptem se ikat kaon blong 10- pig istap, bae 
'Levu Virisi bae i givim wan pis graon long em blong kavarem 
kaon ia. 
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PRESIDENT JIMMY ..• ' , __ .,l 
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----------------/' ... ----..., 

Justioes CHIEF PEDRO RITE 

CHIEF liIARA liIARA 

CHIEF JAMES GISA 

Dated at Luganville, this 18th Day of'October 1993. 
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