LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
(AMENDMENT) (NO.2) ACT 2010

Act No. 21 of 2010






Legislative Assembly (Amendment) (No.2) Act
2010 Arrangement of Sections

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY (AMENDMENT) (NO.2)

ACT 2010
Arrangement of Sections
Section
1 SO TIIE e 5
2 Section 2 replaced — Duration of ASSEMDIY ...oocoeriiiiiiiiiiie
3 Section 6 amended — Death, Resignation or Disfiaaofent of member...........
4 Section 14 amended — Cabinet determines times..........ccoovvvviviiiiieeeeeeennennns
5 Section 15 replaced — The Speaker ... 6
6 Section 16 replaced — Deputy Speaker .........cccoevviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiieiiieeend 6..
7 Section 17 replaced — Opening and closing of thgdlative Assembly ............. 7
8 Section 19 inserted — Clerk of the ASsembly ........cccovvvieiiiiiiiiieeee, 7..
Kingdom of 4% Page 3

Tonga &'






Legislative Assembly (Amendment) (No.2) Act 2010 Section 1

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY (AMENDMENT) (NO.2)
ACT 2010

Act No. 21 of 2010

AN ACT TOAMEND THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY ACT

| assent,
GEORGE TUPOU V,
24" November 2010.

BE IT ENACTED by the King and the Legislative Assembly of Tonga in the Legislature
of the Kingdom as follows:

1 Short Title
(1) This Act may be cited as the Legislative Assembly (Amendment) (No. 2) Act
2010.

(2) Inthis Act, the Legislative Assembly Act (Cap. 4), as amended, is referred to
as the Principal Act.

2 Section 2 replaced — Duration of Assembly
Section 2 of the Principal Act is repealed and replaced with —

“2  Duration of Assembly

(1) The duration of the Assembly is, pursuant to clause 77 of the
Constitution, limited to a period of 4 years following the date of
the last general election.
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Section 3 Legislative Assembly (Amendment) (No.2) Act 2010

(2) A general election for the representativeshef mobles and the
representatives of the people may be held at the 4ame and
places.”.

3 Section 6 amended — Death, Resignation or Disfran  chisement of
member

Section 6 of the Principal Act is amended by repgalPrime Minister” and
substituting it with “Electoral Commission in cotitation with the Speaker”.

4 Section 14 amended — Cabinet determines times
Section 14 of the Principal Act is amended -

(@) in the English version only, by repealing “Bri@ouncil” in the heading, and
replacing it with “Cabinet”;

(b) in the Tongan version only, by repealing “Kéakataha ‘a e Fale Alea” in the
heading and replacing it with “Tu’utu’uni ‘e he Kapti ‘a e taimi”;

(c) by repealing “Privy Council” in the section,dareplacing it with “Cabinet”;
and

(d) by inserting the following proviso at the end —

“Provided that the first session of the Legislatiyesembly after a general
election shall commence within 6 weeks of the datian of the election
result by the return of the writs of election, dhd date of the first meeting of
the session shall be decided by the Prime Minesterthe Speaker, and after
the date has been agreed, the Speaker shall itifieriking accordingly.”.

5 Section 15 replaced — The Speaker
Section 15 of the Principal Act is repealed andaegd with —

“15 The Speaker

The King shall on the recommendation of the LegigaAssembly
appoint one of the elected representatives of thigles to be the
Speaker who shall preside over all meetings anshb# hold office as
provided in clause 61 of the Constitution.”.

6 Section 16 replaced — Deputy Speaker
Section 16 of the Principal Act is repealed andaegd with —
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“16 Deputy Speaker

(1) The King shall, upon recommendation of the kkgive
Assembly appoint a Deputy Speaker from the elected
representatives of the nobles.

(2) The Deputy Speaker shall hold office until thissolution of the
Assembly before the next general election, unlessarlier dies,
resigns, ceases to be an elected representathie appointment
is revoked by the King on the recommendation of Brane
Minister with the approval of at least half of teembers of the
Assembly.

(3) If the Speaker is not presiding, or if theseno Speaker, the
Deputy Speaker shall preside over the Assemblypanirm the
duties of the Speaker until the Speaker is ablegame the chair
and perform his duties.

(4) The Deputy Speaker shall, unless he is preagidimer the
Assembly, vote as an elected representative and theey same
rights and duties as any elected representative.”.

7 Section 17 replaced — Opening and closing of the Legislative Assembly
Section 17 of the Principal Act is repealed andaegd with —

“17 Opening and closing of the Legislative Assembly

The sessions of the Legislative Assembly shallgened and closed by
the King or the Regent or by a commission of threkles appointed by
the King.”.

8 Section 19 inserted — Clerk of the Assembly

The Legislative Assembly Act is amended by insgrthre following section —

“19 Clerk of the Assembly
(1) There shall be a Clerk of the Legislative Asbm

(2) The Clerk shall remain in office regardlessaothange in the
composition of the Government.

(3) The Speaker shall appoint the Clerk with th@rapal of the
Assembly in accordance with the terms of employnagmroved
by the Assembly.

(4) The duties of the Clerk include —

(@) providing procedural, legal, and administrategvices to
the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly
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Section 8 Legislative Assembly (Amendment) (No.2) Act 2010

(b)  employing, (in conjunction with the Speaker awith the
approval of the Assembly), and supervising andirggtt
general guidelines for all staff employed at thécet of

the Assembly;
(c) providing a secretariat to the Assembly and its
committees; and

(d) advising the Speaker and members on parliamefdaa
and procedure.”.

Passed by the Legislative Assembly this 22th dajubf 2010.
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