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SUPPLEMENT  to the Solomon Islands Gazette 

Wednesday 27th january. 2010 	 S.I. No.6 

[Legal Notice No. 71 

COMMISSIONS OF INQUIRY ACT 
(Cap. 5) 

COMMISSIONS OF INQUIRY INTO THE RUSSELL ISLANDS 
PLANTATION ESTATES IJMITEI) AFFAIRS 

(TIlE RIPEL INQUIRY) 

COMMISSION OF APPOINTMENT 

WHEREAS in accordance with Government Policy to revive the Russell Islands 
Plantations Estatcs Limited (RIPEL), a Government appointed task force has 
completed a Report on RIPE). proposing six possible options with two 
recommended options to the Government on the way forward for RIPEL. 

WHEREAS pursuant to a Cabinet Decision dated 30th October 2008 on the Task 
loree Report, Cabinet has decided to commission an Inquiry under the 
Commissions of Inquiry Act (Cap. ) to inquire into R1PI:1 as a matter of public 
interest. 

WHEREAS pursuant to section 3(1) of Commissions of Inquiry Act, I, the 
lion. Dr. Derek Sikua, MP, the Prime Minister, deem it advisable and necessary for 
the public welfare of the people of Solomon Islands to issue a commission for the 
purpose of inquiring into the facts and circumstances surrounding the operations 
and affairs of RIPEL. 

NOW ThEREFORE, by the Commission. I. the lion. Dr. Derek Sikua. MP. the 
Prime Minister of Solomon Islands, hereby appoint the following 

I. 	APPOINTMENT 

(a) 	Mr. Geoffrey William Martin. as Chairperson: 
(h) 	Mr. Gabriel laloikwai. Member: and 
(e) 	Mr. Brian Brunton. Member. 

as the Commission to inquire into (acts and cieumstaiiecs surrounding the 
operations and affairs of 
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2. 	ILR\IS OF REFERL\CL 

I he terms of reference of the Comm is'don are 

(a) 	to Iii etmate. probe. examine and analyse tue backgio and to the 

Irmation of R Il'EI.. including all the ineidents.e vents. activnies 

and circumstanee connected there ith and Ieadiie thereto: 

(h) 	to investigate and determine the role played h) bodies, persons, 

groups and individuals who were involved in determing the 

formation of R IPFL: 

(c) to investigate, probe, examine and analysc the background and 

legality or otherwise of the following fundamental legal 

structures underpinning the operations and management of 

RIPEI.: Shareholders Agreement, Management Agreement and 

the various mortgages or other securities: 

(d) to inquire into how the above legal structures have contributed to 

the operational and management difficulties that nave rise to the 

problems now experienced by R1P1I, and the workers: 

(e) to inquire into the background, causes and difficulties (including 

activities and operations of the employees, whether on strike or 

not, any Trade Union, and other persons, not being employees of 

RIPE- L) which have or will inhibit or prevent early or future 

resumption of the operations of RIPE. under existing 

shareholding structures and management; 

(1) 	to ascertain how and why RIPUI. lands at I.ungga were sold or 

disposed of by or on behalf of Patrick Wong or other persons or 

entities; 

(g ) 	to ascertain the manner in which Solomon Islands Government's 

20% shareholding in RIPE-1- was registered in the name of CE- MA  

rather than the Investment Corporation of Solomon Islands and 

the current status of Government's 20% shareholding: and 

(h) 	to identify other outstanding issues. including other legal issues. 

the handling of the RI Phi. matter by the Police. etc. related to and 

connected with RI PUI that must he dealt kk ith. 
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3. 	CO\IMENCE\IIVF 

The Commission shall conic into effect on the date of publication in the 

Gatette and shall remain in force for a period of 3 months unless 

extended, by notice in the Gazette, by the Prime Minister. 

	

4. 	OPEN 1IF:ARix(;s 

(I) 	The inquiry of the Commission shall he 

(a) 	held in public; and 

(h) 	held at any place and time, as the Commission may 

determine 

(2) The Chairperson and one other Commissioner shall constitute a 

quorum of the Commission 

(3) Despite suhelause (2), the Commission may permit a 

Commissioner to take particular evidence if it considers it 

convention or appropriate for one Commissioner to receive such 

evidence. 

(4) The decisions of the Commissioners shall be by simple majority 

and in the case of equality of votes, the Chairperson shall have a 

casting vote as well as a deliberate vote. 

	

5. 	REPORT AND FINDINGS 

The Commission's report shall 

(a) 	clearly set out its findings: 

(h) 	state the facts on hich the findins were based: and 

(c) 	make recommendations on how best to resolve the 

RlPll, matter once and for all. 



	

6. 	OFFICE 	OSFSECRETARIAl' 

'lhe Commission shall be allocated an office. cquipment and 

personnel for the eflectl\ e and eM e;n: perlorniance of the 

Coma ksioner's task. 

(2) 

 

'I he Commission shall ha\ a a Secretariat consistina of the 

tolIo' inn 

(a) 	Secretary: 

(0) 	one or more legal practitioners duly appointed by the 

Attorney General to act as Counsel Assisting the 

Commissioners; 

(C) transcribers, interpreters, investigators, technical 

advisers, researchers and any other persons whom the 

Secretary to the Prime Minister may, in consultation with 

the Prime Minister. cnnanc to render services based on 

their recognized expertise, specialization, qualifications. 

knowledge and relevant experience: and 

(d) 	such other public officers as may be assigned from time 

to time by the Permanent Secretary to the Public Service 

in consultation with the relevant Permanent Secretary or 

the head of department. 

(3) The Secretary shall 

(a) 	keep accurate records of all proceedings: and 

(h) 	take custody, possession and control of documents. 

hooks and materials of the Commission 

	

7. 	COSTS 

I) 	All the cost of the Commission incurred in connection ith the 

implementation of the Commission's task shall he paid out of 

the Consolidated Fund. 



ftc iC\ Cl of !-e111ulicration for Commission \1cmnbcr mnc]udinn 

the Sccrctar\ and the Counsel A istine shall he at the discretion 

of the Prime M in isten 

S. 	(O\11LF.TIO\ 

(1) 	lhc Commission shall he deemed to have lu! filled. discharoed 

and completed its commissioned taft upon the delivery to the 

Prime Minister of its Final Report. 

2) 	Upon completion, the Secretary shall 

(a) 	prepare and submit its statement of accounts to the Prime 

Minister within 30 days or by such extension as may he 

approved by the Prime Minister; 

(h) 	return all equipments and facilities provided to it by the 

relevant government departments: 

(c) return all documents, books and materials submitted to it 

as part of its inquiry to their right owners: 

(d) gather, collate and store in a safe place, designated by the 

Prime Minister, all records of the proceedings or enquiry 

which do not belong to other persons; 

(e) give not less than 10 days' notice to the Prime Minister 

of the intended date of closure of premises used for the 

enquiry. 

9. 	The Commission dated 12th August 2009 and gazetted as Legal Notice 

No. 51 of 2009 is revoked. 

I)ATId) AT I EONIAR\ this twenty-sixth day of January. 2010. 

1)R. I)LRLK SIKLA 

PR1.'vl[ M1NlSTlR OF SOLO\ION ISLANDS 



I i(nia:a SoIornn Isanck 
I:tcd U1C1CI thc authority of the 

OOflOii Iianu (JO\ CFflflCfl1 

Irucc 	S onou I1amj Irnc: I :mi:c. 


