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SENTENCE

1. Mr Ellison Kaon you are charged with one count of simple larceny,
an offence contrary to section 261 (1) of the Penal Code. the
maximum penalty for this offence, as stipulated under the penal
code, 1s that of 5 years imprisonment. Such penalties can only be
a reflection of one thing alone, that being the level of seriousness
associated to this particular offending.

2. When the court first mentioned this matter, you were not present,
hence, a warrant of arrest was issued, and had been on review since

ond

before me for purposes of a warrant execution. I made enquiries
regarding your failure to turn up in court and made @ conclusion
that you are not a good cahdidate for bail.

3. After two mentions, you said you will enter a plea without a lawyer.
I then arralgned you and recorded a guilty plea. T gave you the
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opportunity to elaborate on the plea taken to ensure thakt it is
unéquivocal and thereafter entered conviction against your own
guilty plea.

4. The facts of this case show that on the 13*" of March 2023, you
went to the Bulk shop located at Hapal area and picked up a bale
of sugar and made your way out of the shop. Tt was lucky that the
Complainant in this matter, Mr Jerome Okekeni, saw and fdllowed
after you as you were making your way out of that particular bulk
shop. You were led to thé shop manager and soon after taken to the
Central Police and was later-arrested and charged.

5. From the previous court dates, I came td assass you -as someone who
is not truthful and reliable. I also note that you have 2 past
convictions that are similar to the one at hand. this méans you
have learnt nothing from the punishments previously imposed on you.

6. You said you have no money hence you decideéd to do what you did,
an excuse only given by ill-disciplined children and very
outrightly lazy people like yourself. People with such kind of
mindset and attitude must be reminded about the consequences they
will continue to face 1f they do rot turn away from such wrong
doing.

7. Many are being victimized to this action by lazy and arrogant
people like you. It was only fortunate that someone had segen you
acting strange and had decided to keep an eye on you to see what
you were really intending té do. You should be ashamed of yourself
for engaging in this kind of behaviour.

8. The courts in sentencing any offender always prioritizes the public
interest, hence I now make reference to the case-of'Regina~V;Ball,
which states that the public -intereést is best served when an
offender is punished for his wrong doings and is assisted into
turning away from the 1ife of a criminal.

9. The only mitigating factors in your favour is that of your early
guilty plea and the fact thet you are unrepresented. I see that
there is nothing special about your special circumstances, and that
it does rot really reflect well in terms of this category since
you are a strong and single man who 1s more than capable of doing
things that are lawful to support yoursélf. On the other hand, I
note that you were drunk when the incident oeccdurred, I also take
into account your level of culpability which I find en the mid-
range of the seriousness invelwved and the past convictions recorded
in your criminal record.

10. I take note of the existing sentencing principles and the
need to Uphold the public interest, such as the need for both
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prevention.

11. With the circumstances herein, I will consider a range from
6 months to 2 years, with a starting point of 9 menths, minus 2
months  for mitigating factors, add 3 months for aggravating
factors.
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ORDER

(i) Mr Ellison Kaoni, I order that you serve l-year imprisonment;
(ii) Time spent on remand is not considered in this sentence;
(iii) Right of appeal applies w1th1n 1ﬁ£§a“ -fram\today

Dated this 25" day of August 2
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