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.SENTENCE 
PMTaeburi, 

l. The defendant Mr. Robert Sara is a 28 years old man from the Shortland Islands in the 
Western Province. On the.2nd of August20221 he wept to the Central' Police.Station in 
Honiara and pulled out a stnallkitchen knife in hi~ possession in front of police officers · 
at the station. He is charged with one count of in possession of weapon contrary to 
section 84(2) of the Penal Code. He pleaded guilty to the charge oi1 the 26th ofS~ptember 
2022. 

2, The charge was.filed in court on the i 8th ofAugust2022. Themattel'was first listed and 
called in the Magistrate;s Court on 22rid ofAugust2022. He Was released on bail with 
conditions. He attended court ort the 26th of September 2022 and the charge was read to 
him. He plead guilty then. The matter was adjourned to the 5th of'October 2022 for 
sentencing s11bmissions. He failed to appear in court on the 5th of October 2022 thus a 
wa1Jant was issued for his arrest. 

3. He was arrested and brought to co11rt on the 29th of M.arch 2023. His bail was forfeited 
and he was remanded iri custody. He has spent almost a.month now in custody. 

4. In sentencing him I considerthat he has shown no respect to the police officers, the 
police station and the institution of law enfotcemertt in general. Not only was he armed 
with a dangerous weapon at a police station; but he also pqll it out infront of the officers. 

1 



Any attack on police officers, at police stations and towards police properties win always 
be considei'ed as a serious matter. Our courts have been very consistent .and firm in this 
approach. (See F(l 'afunua v Regina1

). I accept thatthe .. facts in this case do not discl01~e a . 
direct and violent attack, but the actions of the accused shows a lackoftespectfor the 
.Police. 

5. .In sentencing him I consider tl1at he pleaded guilty to the charge at the first available 
opportunity. If he had attended cmi:tt and abided to baU conditions, his matter Would have 
been dealt with in 2022. 

6. I consiger that he is ayoung man and he has 110 previblis co1wictions. I also consider his 
·othetpersonal circµrnstances . 

7. ln sentencirig hitn I take into account that there are no pl'escribed penalty in .Sf;ftfon 84 .of 
the Penal Code which created the. offence of possession of weapon. Section 84 (2) 
prov1des that the offence ofpossession ofweapon is a m'isdemeanbur.2 

8. S ection4 l of the. Penal Code ptovi des the general punishment for misdemeanour 
offences in the Penal Code where the ~ection c;reating the offence does not provide a 
punishment. The maximum penalty provided in s~ction 41 of the Penal Code ''is 
imprisonment/or a tetm not exceeding two years or with a fine or with both"3 

1 Fa'afunud vRegina [2004] SBHCi31; HCSl~CRAt 296 of 2004 (10 September 2004) 

2 Section 84 Penal Code [C;ip 2Sl -

Possession of weapon 

84.~ (1) For the purposes of this.section, the Minis.ter may by or.c{er designate ariy ilrea or public plate in So lorn.on 
Islands; to be a restricteq area or piace. 
(2) Ariy person who, in a restricteq are~ or place, withoutreasonable excuse the proof of which shall be on him, 
carries or has i.n his possessi.ori or under his control anywe~pon is ~uilty of a misdemeanor. 
(3) Any police. offker who has reasorrto be believ.e that a weapon is. being concealed or carried on any person or 
vehicle in a restride'd area of place may, withoutwarrant or ptberwritten authority, search and detain any such 
person or vehi.cle and take possession o.f such weapons. · · 
(4) Any person who obstructs or hinqers any police officer from lawfully ~xerdsing any powers conferred on him 
by su.bsection {3) of this s'ection shall be guilty ofa misdemeanor. 
(5) When any person is convicted of any offence under thls.sectjon, the court may order that /such weapon be 
forfeited. 
(6) In this secti.on '\veapon''. means any artitl.e or instrument capable of causing injury to any person and Without 
restricting the generality of:this subsection shall ihclude any knife, bush knife, club.firearm or explosive, 

• Section 42 Penal Code [Cap 26)-

General punishment for misdemeanours 

41.- When in this Code no punishment is spedal!y provided for any mi demeanour; it shai( be punishable with 
imprisonment for a term ofnotexceeding tWQ years c;>rWith a fjne or with .both. 



9. I.have read the cases of F4 'af.ifna v Regina4 and Regina v Mani5 and I have also 
considered the remarks made in those c;ases and the sentences imposed by the courts for 
coni.patison pmposes. 

l 0. In the circumstances of t he case, I order as follows; 

11. ORDERS; 

i. Mr. Robert Sara, is convicted on one.count of possession.of weapon contratytQ 
section 84 (2)of the Penal Code (Cap 26] 

n. He is sentenced to imprisonment for 30 days 
111. After his release from custody he is to enter into a bond tp be of good behaviour 

for 1 year in his own recognisance and in the sum of$300 

12. Right to appeal withitt 14 days. 
. . 

Dated this 201ii Day of April 2023 

4 Refer tofootnote#l 

5 Regina v Mani [2016] SBM.t 31; Criminal C.ise887 qf 2bl~ (28 November 2016) 
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