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SENTENCE 
f .M'Taeburi, 

1. This is a case involving a father a11d a son intimidating and assaulting a member of their 
extended fatnily. The.two a,~cused persons are Derrick Gani and Dennelsori Kete~m; 
Derrick is De1melson's father. James Toata (the complainant) is De11n:elson's uncle 
because he is the brother of Dennelson:s mother. 

2. The facts of the case are that De1Tick and Denrtelson h1timidat~d and assaultedJames (the 
complainant) on the 23rd of July 2022 at Gilbert Camp .inHonia,ra. Derrick tried to hit 
James witha stone at first but itrnissed. Derrick then instructed Dennelson to get a knife 
so that he cut James. That .did not happen as well because Dennelson refused. Derrick 
then chased James. and his family out of the hou.se. Out of fear the famil)' left. Dennelson 
was with his father Derrickthe whole time; 

3. The police charge<i them with the. offence of intintidatioi1 and molestation un~er section 
23.1(1) of the Pena!Cocie a!ld common assault under section 244 ofthe Sarhe Code. They 
are also charged jointly tmder section 21( a) oft he Penal Code because they acted 
·together. 

4. They pleaded guiltyto the charges agai,nst them on the 12th of April 2()".23. They are nbw 
.here to be sentenced by this Coutt. 
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5. In seritencin:g them I must firstly say that being a father 1 l think Derrick was acting very 
irresponsibly onthis dccasio:n. As .the father, Derrick should have knowh. better than to 
lead his own son to assault and intimidate other people. Not only did he lead his own son 
to commit crimtnal offences but he even went further and instructed his son to take a 
knite so. that he can cut the complainant. l accept that there is no· petfect parent in the · 
world, qut we m.ust all learn to askguidance from God on how to. teach our children. We 
must teach them to distinguish between good and bad. 

6. ln sentencing them, Lalso consider th.e fact tpat \hey ca.us~d foat tq . rneriibers ofth~ 
family and had chased not one person but the whole family ot:1tofthe house. I <;:onsider 
the inconvenience caused on this family. 

7. I take into account the fact that the defendants Were drunk when they committed these 
offences. They were also .persistent in their actions. First Derrick td.ed to hit James wifu a 
stone. He then in::.tructed Denne1son to take a knife.so that he cut James. As if that was 
ncit enough, they chased the famiiy out of the house. 

8. I also think that there was pre..,~neqitation.here, They were angry at the fani.iJy about s.ome 
rumours. They went together to thef(lrt1ily>s house and cominitted violence. Clearly they 
have had some prior discussio1is and understanding between toinfortidate J\ilnes. ancl his 
family; 

9. In mitigating I consider that they both pleaded guilty. They ate both first time offenders'. I 
consider their personal circumstances. Derrick is a 38 years old man from Malaiia. 
Dennelson, his son is 19 years old. There are three children altog,ether in the .farrtiiy. 
Oennelsonis the first born. 

10. I take into account the fact that they have spent some time in ct1stody for these offem;es. 
The c.ourt' s .. records. show that they were a1tested on warrants of arrest and pl~ced in 
custody on the 28th ofJamiary .202:3. They hav¢ been remanded iri custody at Rove ever 
since. 

11. They have reconciied in custoin with James. There is undisputed evidence that they have 
paid an amount of$400 irt cash and one shell :money (tafuliae) to the coinplainartt The 
compensation.paid here showsgertuiiie remorse on the.part o:fthe accused persons. It also 
repafrs the relationship between the two accused and the complainant's family. Given. 
that this . .is a domestic matter between close family members, reconciliation in custom rs 
encouraged because it ensures that there. is peaceful co-existence. Having said'. that, 1 must 
repeat the sentiments expressed by the Court in the .case of Regina v Asuam:i, where it 
was stated, " .. any custom c01npe11satiQn must be considered by the. court in assessing 
senteµce as a mitigating f~ct b.ut itJs limit~d in its value .. The. court must avoid 
a(ta<;hing such weight tQ it that it appears to be a mea~s of s11.bsequcntly buying 
yourseif out of trouble.''1 

·
1 Regino Ii Asuana [19.90] SBHC 106; [1990] SILR 201 (12 October 1990} 
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12, I have considered the cases submitted i:,y parties .. I have also considetedti1e maximum 
penalties for the offences comn1itted. 

13. In th~ circumstances of this case, I make these following orders; 

14. ORDERS; 

Derrick Gani 

i. DerrickGaili is convicted on both counts; 
ii. He is sentenced as follows; 

a) Count 1- 3 months imprisonment; 
b) Count .i - 3 months imprisonment; 

iii. Bot.h senten:ces are to be served co1ici.irrcntly; 
iv. Derrick G~ni is .bound over to be of good IJehavioui· for. t year fo bis own 

. recognisance ~nd in the sum of $30(J; 

Dennelson Kcteau 

v. Dennebon Keteauis convicted on both counts; 
vi. He is sentenced as follows; 

a) Count 1 -2 months imprisonment; 
. . b) Count2-2 m~:mths imprisonment; 

vii. Both sentepces are to be served concurrently; 
viii. Denneison Kcteau is bound over to be of good behavioui• for 1 year in his 

own recognisance and in the sum ofS300.;. 
ix. BQth pr.isonel's have served their timein pd~on. I therefore o.rder thatthey 

are both released at the rising of the court. 

15. Rightto··appeal within 14 days. 

Dated this 14111 Da:y of April 2023 

. , : 

P1incipal · · · Me'ereTaeburi 
/ \ . . 

. ·-: ". N ISLh~,,:::, 
.. ....... ~. 
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