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ACT TO MlEND THE HAGISTRATES' COURTS 
ORDINJl11CE (Cap, 52). 

Comme~ement:L __ 
;;~-r!t:..... -f)eee?n /:U4 ;; 19t'1. 

J.!ADE by the l'laneaba ni ldaungatabu and assented to by the 
Beretitenti. 

1. This Act may be cited as the Magistrat es' Courts 
(Amendment) Act, 1981 • 

. .... ......... ~-... ......... . ..... _ ....... _-_ ... __ ........... . .............................. _ ...... . 

Amends section 
7 of Cap. 52. 

Amends section 
75 of Cap. 52, 

Amends _section 
76 of Cap. 52. 

2. Section 7(1) of the Magistrates' Co~rts Ordinance, (in 
this Act called "the principal Ordinance"), is amended by 
the addition of the fol1o~lillg proviso _ 

.. Provided that if the post -of presiding 
magistrate is vacant, or if the presiding 
magistrate fails to attend any sitting of the 
court, the magistrate n ext in seniority 
according to his date of appointment as a 
magistrate shall act as presiding magistrate 
until a neVI presiding magistrate is appointed 
or for that sitting of the court.". 

3. Section 75 of the principal Ordinance i e amended by 
repealing subsection (2). 

4 . Section 76( 1) of the principal Ordinance is amended 
by repealing the Hords " at I -east four magistrates" and 
substituting the words "at l east tl~O magistratesll~ 

This printed impression has be en carefully examined by me 
>li th the Bill Vlhich pass ed the liianeaba ni [ijaun~atabu on 
26th Ncvember 1981, and i s found by me t o be a true a'1d 
correctly pri nted. copy of t he sai d Dill . 

Cl erk to the Maneaba 
n i r·laungatabu.-
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I'u.blished by exhibition -

(a) at the Public Office of the 13eretitenti on 
1981 
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Secretary to the Cabinet 
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Clerk to the Naneaba ni 
iIIaungatabu. 
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W,GrS'l'HJi.TES' COURTS (A)JEJrDlIhrl'l') BILL, 1981 

Bxplanatory Mcmorru~d~" 

This Bill to amend the Magistrates' Courts Ordinance (Cap. 52) 
has hlo purposes -

(1) At each magistrates' court, one of t;,e magistrat es is 
designated Presiding jVlagistrate. It' for. any reason the Presiding 
li)agistrate is unavailable, one of his collr,a,,;ues aots 0" his 
behalf. Although the obvious anti sensible s olution to the 
si tuation, there is no l)rovision for it i n the Ordinance. It is 
cO:1sid"red t hat the practice should. be regula rised, "nd section 2 
of the Bill ma.'<:e s the necessary provis ion. 

(2) By sections 75 and 76 of the O:cdi nunce , 'Iilen the High Court 
deals ','rlth land appeals, it must consist of the Chief Justice 

... . .._ .. ...... ............ sitting...l:1ith .. a i .. l.E;i'\S:L 4 .. ma.gi&J.i .. !!t?ll ... J :I:Qn1 .j;l!.~ ..... ~l1_d.s.J,~<lgie:j; r ate s 
Appeals Panel. The Chief Justice believes tha t it istlle··i:;j:;·ho;::·············· 
the people the..t t he Court should s it on the island ~ihere the land 
1L."'1der consideration is situated. The~e are t. however, consi,derable 
difficulties i n obtaining the necessa:ry num:be r of sea.ts on Air 
TUng-d.ru for t he members of the court. plu'] the Re&is trar and the 
Chief Justice I·a . orderly. Furthermore, "'hen sucll a large party 
does travel, there is inevitable inconvenience to members of the 
public tryin& to book seats. There must also be cons i dered the 
expense involved. For all these reasons , the Chief Justice has 
requested that the ne cessary number of magist rates should be 
reduced e..nd has advised that in his opinion 2 "ill be adequate. 
Sections 3 and 4 of the Bill provi de the necessary amendments to 
sections 75 and 76 of the Ordiaance. 

l.;li ohae 1 Jennings 
Attorney General 

I hereby certify ,ny opinion t hat none of t he prOVJ.310ns cf the 
above Act conflict ,·lith the Constit" tion and th",t the Beretitent i 
may properly assent t o the Aot" 

Roger Lawrence Davey 
Attorne y General . 
9 D ecember 1981 


