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THE REPUBLIC OF KIRIBATI 
(No.9 of2(21) 

AN ACT 

entitled 

I assent. 

AN ACT TO ESTABLISH, RECOGNISE AND REGULATE THE KIRIBATI RED 
CROSS SOCIETY 

MADE by the Maneaba ni Maungatabu and assented to by the Beretitenti 

1. Short title and commencement 

This Act-

PART I 
PRELIMINARY 

(a) may be cited as the Kiribati Red Cross Society Act 2021; and 
(b) shall come into operation on a date appointed by the Minister. 

2. Interpretation 

In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires -

Commencement 

............... 2021 

"auxiliary roles" means additional supports provided by the Red Cross to the Government and the 
people; 
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"Fundamental, Principles" meaDS the seveaPuodamental PriDcipIes of the International Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Movement as adopted by the International Conferences of the Red Cross and 
Red Crescent, which are-

(a) HIInItI1IiIy. The International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement, born ofa 
de$ire to bring assistance wi1i1out discrimination to the wounded on die, 
~ endeavors. in its inaoatiooal and natiollal capacity~ to prevent and 
alIcmate human suffering wbtirever it may be fcxm.d.1ts pDIIIIPSe is topmteCt life 
and health and to ensure respect for tile human, being. It ~ JD1DaI 
QIldeIStauding. ~I.;.... coopemtionanct I .... ~ " .. , "a~aIl""""""; 

...... -"'¥>,' '~~"""""~" 
(b) IItl]Hlt'tiolity It makes DO discritniDition as to nationality, race, ~ beliei. 

class or political opiniqDs. It endeavors to rdieve ttte ~na ofiDdivic:luaJs, 
beiag guided solely by their needs. and to give priority 10 the most urgent eases 
ofiilstRss; 

(c) Nmttra1Ity. In order to contiDueto enjOy the confKfence of all, the Movement 
may not take sides in bostl'tities or eapge at anytime incordroVersies' of a 
~cal' Oat -G..J...- ' ' ~1_"_ P"Uu, • FaCt '.~'or~~ ..... WIoUiII''". 

(d) I~: The Mo'\ielDent is imlepeildeQt. The National slJcieties, whie 
...;.....:t:....: __ • tb h ..' '(.01-_' --..I, ~ -
"U.ulHlU1Olt In e urnanit:arkU'l servteeS 0_11' &OVCl'IlDleI'1tS AI_ ........,... ... to_ 
laws of1heir respeetive eoatries, must ahvays maintam their autonOmy s6that 
they may be able at all times to act in accordauCe Will 1Ile piulclPb of the 
Movemeat; 

(e) F'olJmtary Service: It is a voluntary relief movement not prompted in any 
maaner by desire for gain; 

(f) Unity: There can be only one Red Cross or one Red Crescent Society it auy one 
country. It must be open to all. It must carry on its bUmanitari8n work 
~~mmto~ ; 

(g) UlIiveraillity. The lntetnationalRed Cross and Red Cresceat Movemeut, in 
which all Societies have equal status and sbare equal tapoDsibi1ities and duties 
in helping each o1her. is worldwide; 

"Government' refers to the Government of Kiribati; 

''lFRc" means the International Federation oiRed Cross and Red. Creseent Societies; 

"Level 2" occurs where the locallisland capacity to address immediate needs is overwhelmed so 
a national response action is required as defined in 1he laws responstDle fOr national disastm; 

"Levell" occurs where the national response to immediate needs is overwhelmed so intemational 
community provides support and assistance loadly and lI8tioDaDY as defined in the laws 
responsible for national disasters; 

~ means the Minister responsible for the administration of the Red Cross in Kiribati; 

''Ministry'' means the Ministry responsible for the administration of this Act; 

"public authorities" includes all Ministries of the Government, State Owned Enterprises and 
Statutory Corporations; , 

"Scheduled Conventions and Protocols" means the four Geneva Conventions and their three 
Additional Protocols specified in Schedule 1 to this Act; 
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"Statutes" mean the statutes contained in section 3 of this Act; and 

"the Society" means the Kiribati Red Cross Society. 

PARTH 
REGULATION AND 0BJECl1VES OF 11IE SOCIETY 

3. Establlsfuaeat, reeognition aDd replation ofdle Soeiety 

(1) Notwithstanding section 13~ the Society established under the Kiribati Red C1'OS3 
Society Act 1989 continues as if established tmder this Act. 

(2) The Society is the only National Society of the Red Cross in Kiribati and carries out its 
activities in the entire territory of Kiribati. 

(3) The Society is a body corporate with perpetual succession and a common seal with 
power to-
(a) purchase, take. hold and dispose ofproperty; 
(b) enter into contracts; 
(e) sue and be sued in its corpora.te name; and 
(d) such other acts as it may consider necessary or expedient for the purpose of 

performing its functions or achieving its objects under this Act. 

(4) The Society is a voluntary aid society and humanitarian organization, 8UXIliary to the 
public authorities in the humanitarian field, recognized and authorized on the basis of 
the Geneva Conventions (and Additional Protocols) set out in Schedule 1 to reuder 
assistance to the medical services of the armed :forces in times of &IDled conflict and to 
provide humanitarian and disaster relief services. 

(5) The public autho~ in recognition of the Society's auxiliary role under subsection 
(4). shall respect and support-
(a) the adherence of the Society to the Fundamental Principles; 
(b) the independent and voluntary nature of the Society, in accordance with R.esolution 

SS( I) relating to National Red Cross Societies, as adopted by the General Assembly 
of the United Nations on November 19, 1946; 

(e) the voluntary work oithe Society; and 
(d) the Society in its efforts to mobilize. recruit, train and retain volunteers that play an 

important role in fulfilling its objects and its auxirwy status. 

(6) The So~ shall act in conformity with-
(a) the Geneva Conveo.tions (and their Additional Protccols) set out in Schedule I; (b) 

the laws of Kiribati; 
(c) the Fundamental Principles of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent 

Movement adopted by the International Conference of the Red Cross and Red 
Crescent; 

(d) the Statutes of the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement; 
(e) the Resolutions of the International ConfereDce of the Red. Cross and Red Crescent 

and of the CounciJ of Delegates; and (t) the Constitution of the IFRC. 
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(7) The Society shall comply with its duties as a component of the Movement and as a 
member oftbe IFRe. . 

(8) The Society shall act in accordance with its Statutes. 

4. OIJjeetives oftlte Soeiety 

(1) lbepriDcipal oDjeetive of the Society is to prevent and alleviate suffering witbcempfete 
impartiality, making DO discrimination as to nationality, race, edmic origin. sex, 
language, religious beliefs, class, poitiOal opinions or any similar criteria. 

(2) The Society shall-

(a) • in case of armed confliCt, and in peace times prepare to act in all the situatiODs 
covered by the Geneva Conventioas and on behalf ofall persons atrectedby aaned 
~ both civilian and"IJli1itary; 

(b) coMl'ibufe to the improvement of the com:Iitio~ of tile weak and 1he ~a&le 
including health, prev~tiOll of diseases. responding to bealth emergencies .. 
alleviadoo of suffering; 

(c) organize preparedness 81Kl emergettey relief services tor petSm$ atIected by 
disasters. however caused, and coordiDating tim. the Dational disaster riSk 
managanent structures and$.T8l1gemeD1S as,faras pos$l"ble; 

(d) teCNit, train and assign such personnel and voI~ as are necessary b the 
discbarge of its responsibilities and to involve voktnteers· in the ~and 
promote capacity building of staff and vo1uateers witintbe Society; 

(e) promote the participation of children and young people in the work Qftbe Society; 
(f) propagate the Fundamental ~ of the ~ .Rt;d. ems and ~ 

Cresemt Movement and International Humanitarian Law in order to, ~op; 
8IDOIIIthe population, a culture ofpeace, mutual respeet8lid~ and the 
development ofhmnanitarian ideais; 

(g) co-operate with public auIhorities at aD levels to ensure respect and updates for 
Intemational Huroanitarian Law adained to and to protecttbe Red Cross;R.ed 
Crescent and Red Crystal emblems; 

(h) co-opende with public audIorDies at all levels and in compliance with the 
Movement resolutions and agreements to ensure information on relatives is 
communicated to famity members fi'om whom they ia,vebeen ~ 

(i) organize activities to increase the community resilience and alleviate the ctimate 
cb&age induced sufferings; and 

(j) in locations where the Society does not have local cbIpers or volUnteers present, 
die Society may be expected to provide surge suprJortfur Level 2 and Level 3 
actions from its head oftiee or its intemationa1 counterpaIts. 

PART m FINANCIAL PROVISIONS 

s. Aewptation. administration, eontribatian and payment of fUnds 

(I) The Society may -
(a) in accordance with its object and f\mctions, accept unrestricted contributions and 

assistance in any form from individuals, the public au.1horities and private or pubRc 
bodies; or 
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(b) accept as agent or trustee funds or property in trust or earmarked mr a particular 
use, provided that such use is within the general scope of its object and functions. 

(2) The Society may constitute and administer any reserve, insurance or other fimds for its 
activities or staff. 

(3) In recognition of the unique nature of the Society's auxiliary role throughout Kiribati, 
the Government may provide support to the functioning of the Society on an ad hoc 
basis. when necessary. 

(4) In applying for the support from the Government the Red Cross shaH provide the 
Ministry with the following: 
(a) a strategic plan; 
(b) a costed annual work plan; 
(c) its annual budget; and 
(d) and any matters required by the Ministry. 

(5) The public authorities shall pay for the cost of any service or activity it may entrust to 
the Society, such service or activity shall be-
(a) within the scope of the Society's objects and functions; and 
(b) subject to conditions set out in an agreement. 

6. Ymaneial reporting and audit 

The Society shall provide a financial report to the Minister for ail expenditure used 
from the Government's annual contribution and other public funds provided to them 
from other public entities before the end of each financial year and be made available 
for auditing by the Auditor General. 

7;; Accreditation 

PART IV 
FIRST AID 

(1) The Society shall be recognized as one of the accredited providers of First-Aid training 
in KinDati. 

(2) The Society shall ensure that -
(a) its First-Aid trainers are properly trained; 
(b) that the First-Aid training and certitica:tion programs are up to date; and 
(c) compliant with international standards and guidelines, including the International 

Federation's International First Aid and Resuscitation Guidelines. 

8. Good Samaritan Principle 

(1) A Society First Aid trainer or person accredited under section 7, who voluntarily 
administers first aid to a person who is ill, injured or lDlconscious as a result of an 
emergency or accident, is not liable for damages or harm as a result ofms or her, actions 
or omission. 
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(2) Subsection (1) does not apply if it is established thatthe person administering first aid 

(a) is a resistered health care profUsiona1; 
(b) acted with reasonable expcd8tion of receiving a reward or compensation; 
(c) acted with gross negIiptly; or 
(d) acted in badfaith. 

PART V 
MISCELLANEOUS 

(1) Save as provided in section 9 of the ~ c.~ Act 1993, the Society i~ 
authorized to use as its emI:Jiem a red·eross on a wlIite backgronnd, and the designation 
"Iled Cross" as provided in ~ 2 tor aUtbe.pdqIQSe$ mreseen by the 
liiteraational Conference of tile .Red Cross and RedCresceat, in copfurmity-
(a) with the Geneva Comentionsof 1949 and its AddiUonaI Protocols; .. 
(b) the RegaIaflonson the use of the ~~ of the Red Cross or theW Ctescent .. 

the Naticmaf SOcieties, as adopttd by the 2f)ih Red Cross aad Red Crescent 
International Conference on 1965 ami revised by the Council ofDefegates in 1991. 

(2) The Society's ~e logo as provided in Sdtedale 2 and seal sballbe -
(a) the heraldic sign of tile Red Cross on a WIrite ltackgrotmd; 
(b) surrowlCled by two concentric black circles in which the words "Kiribati Red Cross 

Society" appear written in black; and 
(c) the text in subsection (b) is preceded by two black pentagrams and followed by two 

black pentagrams. 

(3) The Society may authorize a person to use the Society's logo. subject to CODftmnity 
with subsection (I> (a) and (b). 

(4) Any use of the Society's emblem, logo and name other than foreseen in the Geneva 
Conventions or in paragraphs 1 and 2 of the present.SeetioJ1, is probibifed and sbaIl be 
punished in accordance wid'.! Section 10 of this Act and with any other appIicaL1Ie Jaws 
of the COUIlU'y. 

to. Oft'eaee 

A person who con1raVenes my of the provisions of section 9 commits an otlimce and is liable 
on conviction-

<a> a fine not el«leeding $1000 or to imprisonment for a term not exceeding 3 months or 
both; and 

(b) to forfeit any goods; 
(i.) bearing the emblem, desigDation, design or wording; or 
(U.) coonected to the use of the emblem, desiJnation. design or wording. 
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11. Regulations 

The Minister may make regulations for the purpose of giving full effect to this Act and for its 
due administration. 

12. CODJequentiai amendment to the Geneva Conventions Ad 1993 

Section 9(3)(a} of the Geneva Convention Act 1993 is amended by repeaiingthe amount 
"$500" and substituting it with ''$1,000''. 

13. Repeal 

The Kiribati Red Cross Society Act 1989 is repealed. 
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SCIIEDULE 1 

1. Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded and Sick of 
Anned Forces in the Field, of the 12th August, 1949; 

2. Geneva Conv~ntion for the Ameli~ of the Condition of the Wounded, Sick and 
Shipwrecked Members of Armed Forces at Sea, oftbe 12th August 1949; 

3. Geneva Convention relative to the Treatment of Prlsoners of War, of the 12tl1 August 
1949; 

4. Geneva Convention relative to the Protection ofCiviIian Persons in time of War, of the 
12th August, 1949 

5. Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and Relating to the 
Protection of Victims ofIntemational Armed Conflicts, done at Geneva on 8 June 1977; 

6. Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the 
Protection of Victims ofNon·lntemational Anned Conflicts. done at Geneva on8 JUlilC 
1977; 

7. Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 and relating to the 
Adoption ofan Additional Distinctive Emblem, done at Geneva en 8 December 2005. 

SCHEDULE 2 

1. Red Cross emblem 

2. Kiribati Red Cross Society logo 
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KIRIBATI RED CROSS ACT 1811 

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

The main purpose of this Act is to repeal and replace the 1989 KinDati Red Cross Society Act 
but continuing the Kiribati Red Cross Society"s (Society) legal status as a hUlRll1titarian and 
autonomous organizatiOn. h recognizes the Society as a voluntary aid society. auxiliary to the 
ptiblic authorities of Kiribati and legislates the objects, structure and activities of the Society. 

PART I PRELIMINARY 

Sedioo 1 provides the short title and commencement date. 

Section 1 provides interpretation oftenns used throughout the Bill. 

PART n REGULATION AND OBJECTIVES OF THE SOCmTY 

Section 3 provides for the continuation oftbe Society's status as established under the Kin"bati 
Red Cross Society Act 1989 and that it is a body corporate. It also provides the regulation of 
the Society as a voluntary aid Society and humanitarian organization. 

Section 4 provides the objectives and activities of tile Society. 

PART m FINANCIAL PROVISIONS 

Sedion 5 provides the Society's finance provisions relating to acceptation of contributions to 
the Society. administration of funds, and support by Government on an ad hoc basis, when 
necessary. 

Seetion 6 requires the Society to prepare a financial report on all expenditures made ftom the 
public :funds and available for auditing. 

PARTlV FIRST AID 

Section 7 recognized the Society as one of the accredited First-Aid training providers in 
Kiribati. h also requires the Society to ensure compliance with international standards for its 
First Aid trainers and training program. 

Sedion 8 sets out the Good Samaritan Principle with regards to who is eligible for protection 
from liability in administration of First Aid. aDd exceptions to protection under this principle. 

PART V MISCELLANEOUS 

Section 9 provides for-
(a) aut:hori2ation of the Society to use the Red Cross Emblem and designation of "Red 

Cross"; 
(b) The Society"s emblem and seal; 
(c) Protection of the emblems and designations, from unauthorized use and abuse. 
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Section 10 provides an offence for abuse and unauthorized use of the Society's emblem and 
designations. 

Seetion 11 provides the regulation making power of the Minister. 

Seetion·ll is the coosequential amendment where it amends. the fine provided in section 9(3) 
(a) of the Geneva Conventions Ac11993:from $SOO to $1.000. 

Seetion 13 repeals the Kiribati Red Cross Society Act 1989. 

SCHEDULES 

Schedule 1 - Lists the thur Geneva Conventions and their Additional Protocols. 

Sehedule 1-IGrlbati Red Cross Society Emblem and Logo. 

Hon. Martin Moreti 
Minister of Women, Youth, Sport and Social 

.Affairs 

LEGAL REPORT 

I hereby certify that in my opinion none of the provisions of the above Act conflict with the 
Constitution and that the Beretitenti may properly assent to the Act. 

Tetiro Maate Semilota 
Attomey-Generai 
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CERTIFICATE OF mE CLERK OF THE MANEABA NI 
MAUNGATABU 

This printed impression of the Red Cross Act 2021 has been carefully examined 
by me with the Bill which passed the Maneaba ni Maungatabu on the 16th August 
2021 and is found by me to be a true and correctly printed copy of the said Bill . 

....... ~ ...•..... 
Eni Tekanene 

Clerk of the Maneaba ni Maungatabu 

pUblishe~ by exhibition at the Maneaba ni Maungatabu this .f8:L day 
of ............ .ltpft(b.~(.. .. 2021. , 

.... ~ ........ . 
Eni Tekanene 

Clerk of the Maneaba ni Maungatabu 
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