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I~ THE HIGH COURT OF KIRIBATI It 
TE KAROWI AE Rn;TATA I KlRIIJAT I 

High Coun Criminal Case 70n02 1 

BETWEEN The Republic 

AND MaUleiti Bela 

Appearances: Di~Clor of Public Prosecutions (OPP). Ms Pauline 
Beiatau for the Republic • 
Ms Taai ra Timcon for the Accused 

D~\e of salIm«: 27 May 2022 

SE I'''r~[NCE , 
I. Mauteiti Beia, you have pleaded guilty 1?lhe charge produced below and was convicted u 

charged accordingly on 10 May 2022; 

Gritn'OU$ "arm CO"'TOry to .lee/ion }18(u) of/he Penol Code. Cup 6~ 

farlifular .• of offen«' 

"Marm!iIi Bela, rm 15 October lQ10 a/ Bunrm!aba ,'illage. Soulh Turuwo in {he Republic III 

Kirlbali, wilh inlen!. un/uuiuf/y ossaulled (J man ''''mely. Blrereeli Vliera. "'ilh a bush knife 000 

IlH!reby caused hi", grJe\'OUS harm /0 his heod und ie)ljurearm. '" 

2. You have admitted the (oUolO-ing summol1 of faclS: 

"On SunJoy. 25 (klo~r 2010 around 9am or '.Dum. ul Bunr<uubu "/l/ugl<. TarUt+·u island in lile 

Republica/Klrlhall, lhe "ielim mlmely Bl\fe~e/llfl'iera, "enlla dri,,/( a/cohol ( .... ash dow,,; at Q"e 

house in Bunr(Jeaixl I/) • .... ash 00"" · ujier drln~lnf.: leo"o IIu! nighl be/ore. After drinking u ftw 

drinks of alcohol, h~ Itjl /he place and $1(Jrled "alking bark hame. He sold iIe eQlJld/eellhlll he 

" ..... dnmk allhat time. Whll~ he was wulking bQd horne, 1M ucclJ$ed. MQIJI~ilj Beia hil him once 

on Ihe head and another on lile ,'Ietim -tlejllwrni For 1M second hll. the QUU$~d did in/act aim 
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at /ht l'letlm 's nuk, /wlt·e'"er. lie diJ I'IQ/ rrwnoge to hit ,lie ,'Ietim $ 1II!ek ... hen the l'letim tkftnded 

hlmstlfby raising his left hand ogainst lhat hit. After this suond hil, thl' ucc~eJ $ relatil"ts UTTiwd 

allM SUm! and restrained lhe ac:C14sedfrom ... hO/ he ... m doing. 

The "il:tim did nor bww exaelly whal caused Ihe accused 10 hit him and. he JUSt realized thaI he 

was in the hospital when he woke up Qlth(j/ piaa. 

From the two hits, the ,'Ietim suffered grlerout ;,y'rm'es to his left parietal-temporal scalp (md left 

jorearm as dtS(ribed in Ihl' medical report atwl·hed . .. 
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3. The medical reJX)n produced by Dr KIlbin

1
Tuneti (General surgeon) set out the .smOIl5 and .. 

life_threat~ing "munds to the \'iclim "'00 sustained a ~p CUI inJuT) Ol'CT his head (len 

parietal-temporal) which is 2,)cm deep. ubout 6·7cm in length. bone ",as expolled and 

bleeding ocCUl'Ted trom the temporal ant"T) branches. His len forearm was al!lO seriously 

injured sustaining a ~p cut injury o\er tho: posto:rior proximal forearm. about 6cm in 

length, depth is about 3-4cm. proximal ulnar was fractured. and bletding occurred from 

tho: wOIU1d. 

4. Dr Tuncti' s report furthcr clarifies thaI Ihe victim is still attending surgical clinic $eSSions 

weak. and needs a.s.~i5tance wilh his progress in moving his left hand &!I well as medications 

10 assist the pain he continuously feels.. 

5. The sentence I impose must condemn ~'our behaviOT, deter you and o!hen from the same 
• 

offending and hold you responsible and ac! ountable for the serious harm you haH' done 10 

the victim. The sentence should Illso to the extent that it can. rehabiliune you befoll: you 

reintegrate into the communi!}' (The Superintclldtnt of Prisons should take nOle of the vi!al 

need 10 have variety of rehabilitative measure'S for prisoncl"l; including Mr lkia). 

6. The aggravating factors for your offending include the following; 

• You anacked the victim by surprise ",hen he was walking bal:k. home aftCTdrinking 

some alcohol drinks. after drinking kava ( ... -ashcd down). The unexpectedllC» of 

the anack caused the \'ietim to sustain H serious injury 10 hi. head' s left lide. I..uckily 

for the second hit, he managed 10 deftnd his neck. (",hieh you were aiming) with 
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his left forellm!. The victim " 111; drunk enough and nOI in a position 10 face your 

surprise and cruel attack. Had the victim not ddend his neck ""llh his left forearm. 

the result of >our attack wou ld 1If' de\lISIBting and would ha"e taken !hc "ictim-s 

life. ' , 

• You used a lethal weapon which is a bush knife to auack the victim causing 'try 

senous inJ Uflcs. 

• The victim felt unconscious after the attack and ""lIS surprised 10 lind hlrnsclf 

waking up at the hospital. lbc nature of the victim 's injuries to his head and le ft 

foreasm are life·threatening and serious causing the victim to continuc 10 feel pain 

and weak. The victim also continues 10 anend med:caJ chc<:k-ups and an iron rod 

should be placed in his fon:ann. 

• The v1etim is a police officer thai the convict had ill · f..-cl inlP loward .... ;Ih "'Specl 

to how he tl'e8u,d him during one time he was arrested. 

7. lbe Pt lUll Code (A mt'rldmenl) ACl20 19 inscning the new seclion 44A. states lhatthis coun 

shall not use its discretion 10 suspend,the sentence where a weapon is used in the 

commission of an offence. [n your case, Mauteiti Beia. I agrt'\" ""1th Ms Sciatau ttun your 

sentence should be one of a custodial semence, 

g, I take imo account the approach taken by the Court of Appeal in how sentencing should be 

clone in an offence of grie'·ous hanD .... iih intent as well as the sentence: for the offence: of 

grievous harm .... i th intent that is imprisonment [or life. 

9, In R v Teuruba Ttriao [20131 KICA 12_ th~ lICcused wa:; con\';cted after a trial relating to 

a charge of grie\'OUs hann .... i ih intent in .... hieh the convict injured thc ,iclim (a .... ,oman) 

.... i lh a weapon. The Court o f Appeal gmnted the appeal and qU85hed the sentence deddcd 

by the High Coun and increased the: sentcn~~ from 2 ycars to 3.5years imprisonmcnt. 

10, lbe Coun of Appeal took the approach ~scd in R ,. Taudi !200S] NZCA 174 in which 

l\tree sentencing bands were used as follpi"s: 
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... '7here were lluel! senfencinJ: bands. Band om' (three fO six ~arJ) lI'a.\" apprapriatefor 

violence aJ the lOln!r end of file spectrnm. \.hkh did nof im'Ohe ex"emt )"joleocli' or 

.. io/ena which IHI.S life ,kremer/illg. IIMre none of/he aggrcn"m;ng!ealurls ,,-os preslm. 

a t /tlTling poim Q/ Iho }X)Nom (mil of hand mw was appropriate. The prucnce 4 "nt! or 

more/actors required a higher slartlng poiN. Bond '·"'0 (fl'-" IQ lenyeurs) was appropriate 

for gdevous bodily Iwrlfl offending whichfcalllred lIn> Qr Ihree uggrol'olilig/OCI(), .i. Baml 

Ihree (nine 10 14 years) encompassed ser/vos offending which had {llree or more of the 

aHgTUWJlingjaCfors. wherl!' rhelr cambirm/ion WUl' poTlkulurly graw"" . 

I I . Your offending is a snioU$ one and in appl~ ,ng the sentencing approach used in R,' Tuu,,1;i , 
and used by our Coun of Appeal in R \I Teriun. the appropriate staning point would bC' 

from Band 2 (fl'-e to tell years). The aggr3"ating facton in your offending in particular the 

serious injurie; 10 me, victim's bead and left forearm a:;; wd l as tbe continuing suffering 

(pain and "'cakness) e~pcrieneed by the victim and the faci that police officers should be 

safeguarded from such cruelty in light of th~ir respoll5ibiJities warrants an appropria\c 

stal1ing point of 7 year:;. 

12. The only mitigating factors in your fa,·our. Mauleiti Ucia. are as f01lU"'5: 

• No prcviouseonviclion which tells a good Slory about YOul past beinga law-abiding 

citizen. 

• Early guilty plea 10 !he eharie should be significantly consid~ in lenns of your 

sentence as il sho .... -s remorse in ",hat)oo have done. I agree with )'Oul law)cr. Ms 

Timron, thai you are remorseful and take full respoll5ibilit) of yow &o:lions. 

13. For Ihe5t: miligating faclOrs. I reduce )our 5t:nlenCe by 18 months. , 
14. Mauteiti Bcia. I sentence you 10 5 years i{nd 6 months impriwnmenlto tun from \ada). 
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e lion. ,\ buera L"ruaaba. 
missiorl("r orlbe High Coun 
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