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-_-Zgb_gﬁlg_ge_L_J_ The convict was charged with Coreless Driving Cousing
L Deuih con’frcxry fo sechon 33( ) of ’rhe Trafﬁc Amendmenf Act (Ne 9) of. R
i '.2005 The perhculars are ’rha’r on 16 November 2012 u’r BGnl’CleOba.:_t.e G

Lol f..:'wlictge, Tarawa m ’rhe Repubhc of Ktribatl, ’rhe accused drove a mo’ror_,f.:j':‘.:'-::

ly a bus on a road « wh;ch :eaused fhe decﬁh of q. .

The accused pleaded gully fo the charge and was convicted accordingly.
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The facts which were narrated to Court were briefly that on
16 November 2012 between 9.30 am and 10.00 am the convict was
driving a bus registration No. TA 1182 Eastwards. Upon arriving af
Banraeaba village the convict hit and killed the deceased who was
crossing the road from left to the right side. With her mother, the

deceased had just come out of another vehicle which was still. parked as

her mother was still paying the fare.

The convict was driving very fast but was able fo see the deceased at o
distance of 10 metires. But because of his careless driving he still hit the
deceased and dragged her for a distance. In the process the vehicle ran

over her crashing her head which led to her instant death.

In view of the careless manner in which the convict caused the accident,
Mr Rubetaake, Counself for the State, prayed that the convict be
sentenced to at least 18 months’ imprisonment. He cited Republic v

N Rereinfetqqke Kanooa CA No. 2 of 20] 4 to drive home his point.

8 -:'_’f:-.'_!n reply Mr Temaua submlh‘ed fhc:i fhere were several mmgahng fuctors__':."-'-}' i

| ::"_:’Scczrce resources ’rhu’r he IS

ﬁrsf oﬁender wn‘hout gny Pi’ewous’if

3_;;can|c+:ons and ’rhaf he cooperaied w:th ’the pollce ._-‘;Tht:vlL he IS remorsefui

_:.n'd :even apoiogtsed ’ro The _fom:iy of i‘he deceqsed Thcn‘ he hc:s a famll .

of'wh;ch he is: fhe breud eqrné
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He citéd the obover case cited by the prosecution and in addition he
referred the Court to Republic v Mereke Criminal Appeal No. 4 of 2013

also of Court of Appeal of Kiribati. However he prayed that the sentence

of 18 months should be suspended.

| have considered submissions by both Counsel and the authorities cited
which | found quite useful, | have in particular noted that the convict is @

first offender who has pleaded guilly thereby saving the Court’s time and

scarce resources.

It is not disputed that he offered an apology and is remorseful. He is a
family man with attendant responsibilities. But on the other hand, he
caused an accident which could have been avoided had he not been
driving too fast in the circumstances of that road. He ought to have noted

that passengers were alighting from a bus which was parked ahead of

him in which case he should have reduced the speed.

. The mere fact that havmg come info contact with the victim, he drc:gged

i .__her on ?he rocad for some dlsfance crushed her head cmd ran over fhe L

.":"::-E.j.bOdy cmd wenf ahead for a ﬂmher dnsfcmce IS an. lndlcu’non ’rha’t he wos' . e

As'___Counsel for fhe 'Stcr%e con’rended message"should be senf fo. 1hei;’.f
drrvers ’ro dnve careful!y bec:rmg m ml_nd ‘rhc:’r now 1here csre more vehtcles .
'hcx:n__ before cmd l_would has’ren_io_ Gdd fhczi thts_-_busy rocnd is rc:ther narrow 3-

and:one ccmnof 9o in fora
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Considering all the circumstances of the case and doing the best | can
and in view of the authorities cited to me | find a senfence of 18 months’
imprisonment appropriate. Therefore | sentence the convictto a term of
18 months’ imprisonment. | do not find that any carelessness or neglect
by the mother of the victim contributed much to the accident. It was solely

- the careless driving of the convict that is to blame for this fragedy.

Further the convict is hereby disqualified from driving any motor vehicle
for a period of three years from the date of this Ruling. When the above
time expires the convict shall not be granted a driving permit until he has
passed a driving test to the satisfaction of the relevant authorities.

The right of appedl is explained.

Dated the 4™ day of March 2015




