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His family circumstances are of no mitigatory value. A father of
two very young children at the time should not have been out
drinking at 3am in the morning. In his submission, it was all
about how he had suffered, but not one word of remorse as to
the effect his abuse would have had on the young woman. This
Court is aware however of the delay in getting this matter to
trial, a delay which has caused more hardship to the accused
than normally would be the case. Allowance must be made for

that.

[ deduct 12 months from the sentence for his clear record and
time spent in custody and a further year to reflect the hardship

occasioned by the long delay in bringing this matter to trial.

For the rape, he is sentenced to as term of imprisonment of 8
years and is to serve a minimum of 7 years before he is eligible

for parole.

The maximum penalty for an attempt to pervert the course of

justice is imprisonment for 5 years.

There is very little precedent to guide a sentencing court for this
offence, but the relatively low maximum would suggest a term
in the range of 12 to 36 months. Attempts to prevent a witness
from giving true evidence would attract terms at the low end of
that band but more sophisticated attempts to subvert the
judicial process would attract sentences at the higher end of the
band.

For this rather unsophisticated attempt to have a complaint
withdrawn I take a starting point of 15 months imprisonment.

The attempt to have the complainant’s sister influence the
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