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JUDGMENT OF THE COURT 

Appellant 

Respondent 

This is an application to appeal out of time to the Supreme Court against a sentence 

of 1 2 years for rape. 

The applicant addressed the Cou1i through an interpreter and was unable to add to 

the written material filed. That material made no attempt to show that if leave was granted 

an issue of significant public importance would arise. No does it provide any satisfacto1y 

explanation for the late filing (over 2 years) of the application. 
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There is of course no general right of appeal to the Supreme Court. Leave can only 

be granted in this Court if an arguable case is shown a~d the Court certifies that a question 

of significant public importance arises - s.122(2) (a) of the Constitution. That test is not 

satisfied when the issue in dispute concerns only the parties to the litigation. Here only the 

State and the Applicant are involved. The case has no greater significance than that and 

raises no question which is of wider importance to the public at large. 

All this appeared not to be understood by the applicant and we doubt that our 

endeavours to explain it to him during the hearing were successful. 

Be as that may, however, we are bound by the provisions of the Constitution which 

is the Sup1·eme Law of Fiji. And on the perusal of the decision of this Court delivered on 

24 May 2001 dismissing the applicant's appeal it is apparent that no arguable case can be 

advanced to justify the matter going further. 

The applications are accordingly dismissed. 
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