
IN THE FIJI COURT OF APPEAL 

Cri mi na l Appea l No . 69 of 1985 

Between: 

ANIL KUMAR s /o Satendra Nand Appella nt 

an d 

R E G I NA M Re s po nden t 

G. P. La la fo r th e Appel lan t 

M. D. Scott & B. Si ngh for the Respo ndent 

Date of Hea ring : 21 s t October , 1985 
Delivery of Judgme nt : ZZ~October, 1985 

JU DGMENT OF TH E COURT 

. Roper, J . A. 

This i s a n appl i cation for leave to appeal against 
a sentence of 5 years imprisonment i mposed on each of 
9 ch a r ges of fo rge ry , utteri ng, and rece ivi ng money on 
forged documents to wh i ch the Appellant pleaded guilty . 
As a r esul t of his c rimi na l activi t y t he Appe llan t ma de 
off with $14,000, being money entru sted to a co - operativ e 
by the vi l lagers of Nas oso . Th e Appe l la nt was t r easure r 
of the co- ope r ative. He fled to Ca nada and wa s arrested 
on hi s r eturn to Fi j i th r ee mon ths later . Only abo ut 
$550 has been r eco vered an d there is no pr ospect of any 
fu r ther re i mbu r seme nt . 
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Mr La la aba ndo ne d the grounds of appeal prepared 
by the Appellant in pe rson and relied on the sole grou nd 
that the sentence was wrong in principle, being well beyond 
the norm a l ran ge forihis class of offe nd i ng . 

It is undoubtedly a stern sentence whi ch will 
re s ult in considerable hard shi p for the Appellant's fami l y 
but we are not satisfied that it is manifestly excessive . 
Thi s wa s se rious of fe ndin g by a person in a position of 
trust which resulted in fina ncial loss to people who could 
il ] afford it, a nd this i s not the first occasio n that the 
Appellant has appeared before the Court for dishonesty . 

Lea ve to ap pea l is th erefore refused. 
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