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Appellant p l eadod guilty in the High Court 
of 30lomon I s12nds on 28th .1ugust 1979 to eh:lrges 
rcl3. ting to misuse by him of hlO choq Ues for 
$108 . 30 .'1nd ~91 . 40 r espectively. Ho h ad beon 

employed by the lIinistry of Edue"l tion 'Cnd Cul tur:>l 

.,\ffa~rs .'1.8 'l clork '1.nd his duties includ ed the 

distribution of pay cheques to school t c~chers . 

In the inst!lnt case h o misF!.ppropri'J.ted the 
cheques in 3Jptombcr 'lnd November 1977 '1.nd instcnd 
of forwnrding them to the tc[!.chers entitlcd he 
.forged their siGnatures on the Ch0q Ues '1nd c:-tshcd 
thorn at 'J. 100'3.1 star") . Hence the Ch.'lrg0s _ two 

0'[ forgery '1nd trIO of uttering . H;:- did the same in 

respect to three other cheques for $98.10, $40.01 
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and ::>40 . 02 . Those ~10ro t?kon into considoration. The 

tot"l l'rocc0ds obt"\in:;d ~.,crc $377 . 03 . 

Ho W"""1.S /3.:mtcnccd by Cooko C.J. to three YC'1rs ' 

imprisonment on c~ch, conCl~ront . In hiG judg~Qnt the 
lc~rnod 0h1cf Justice rcforr~d to the ~busc by the 
prisoner of his position of trust, the difficulties 

encountered by tho tC:1.ch.Jrs '1.5 :'l result of the crim_'s, 

~nd the fnilurc to m~kc rC!stitution . 

~\ppeal is noH' ID.:ldc r>.g'1.inst s.:.:vcri ty of sontane"') . 

I n hio submissions to this Court ~IT . Vul~ 

for the o.ppcllant dc:val o.pod c0rt::l.ill ID').tt3J."S ,;11ioh w'.Jr..; 

not '3.11 bofore tha Court :lpp..:;::.l...:d from. First hI,.; W:1.S 

:"l.blo to S::lY th:J.t full r:).3titution h:1.8 nOH bc~n l!l ..... dc . 

More p3.rticul'\rly he drcu '!.tt...:ntion to '1 nWJb..)r of other 
s03ntcnccs i mposed in the 301oDlon I slands lor like 

off"mco9 ~ R..;f· .. ;r·once C'1.n be II1'\dc, Hi thout d~t"li1, to 

~ few of thes:; : 

Ray Mano Solomon I sl'md Octob",r 1979 
Dani.JI lhhusu " " 1cptcmbor 1979 
R."lymond \UIIl?,e " " 30ptcmbcr 1979 
ICondrick K UlJ1..-'1l'l?- " " Novembor 1979 

Those C:lSCS "Iero nostly for subst'l.nti:1.11y 

Ic.rg~r sums nnd v/ore '1.11 by omployc..3s - some in 

positions of hiehor status th'\n ~p~ollnnt - vis , b"lnk 

taIlors . Nh.husu ,.,.ho rn..'\dc m~ny :('oreories U:l,S nlso 

scntlmcod to three Y,J'.lrs for tot').l dof~ult6 of some 

thous.J.nds but th.J others r Oc0iv .... d lc:s3cr terms . Of 

sorn") note is thv c:\sc of Kunnru uho stoIc ;2,000 

from hi3 cmploy(",;r. Ho \:3.8 '3 .:mtenc,Jd by thv Princip:!.l 

I'hgi:3tr3.tc to -~\'IO years six months ' imprisonment, but 

on npp~\l Dcvis C.J . reduced this to oiehte.Jn months. 
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Although counsel :lid not illention the m'J.ttor in 
his or'l.l submissiona, this ;ollrt h .... c. before it on the 
S:lmc.: d ..... y th;J C:t!JO of Fr:mk Kero, , .. 130 on n.ppC:11 

from the RiCh Court of 301omon 181 "'l.nds . !i.:..: ',89 

sentenced to nin~ months ' imprisonment, plaa ~ 
fine of $221 for '1 number ol' off,-'nc;:!s of th.Jft from 

hi3 employ wr, of sW'.as tot_lllil1':; ::;47 1 . 

r.Ir. Jilli"l.fl1s vThe ..... ppc -~r.)d on instructions 

from the Jir..;ctor of Public frosccutions of Jolomon 
I sI "l.nd3 concc-dcd qui tc f:lirly th':\ t -(;1.1':: S .mt0r~C0 

undJr rcvi ::m "':l9 out of line lri th those il!lposed 

in othor C3.SCS of J. lik ... nl.turc, ['.nd susecst.Jd 

the. t the u3u:'\1 80 ...... 10 "13.8 botWE.:vll nino mon :;hs and 

tuo YC'J.rs . 

Th~ principlJo r~l~tin~ to disp~rity 'l.ro 

well knOlm . '1h.)ro ono prisoner h'\s rocci v.Jd -". !=I .;-ntcnco 

'uhich is disoroportion3.t0ly 10 t , th:".t is no Ground 

for r;:;oducinr; '=<. prop ~r s0ntonc.J on :lnothcr . But uh0rc 

it is shown th~.t the sontence und.Jr ruvL.!V1 i3 vJry 

h0~vy ::md out of proportion to th,) rrt.\jority of 

punishm~nts for conp~r~blc offencos it is the duty 

of the Court to cnsura that there is a dJgzoC0 of 

consist "mcy . 
puni ::hr.10nt to 

In comp~r~blQ c~scs th0 l.Jvcl of 

be ,m~tcd out should not 8bo ~nd flow 

in '1. mrl.rk0d W3.y othcr'>liso th~r~ idll b0 room for 

prisoners ,-rho have been heavily :\nd di 3proportion

at.Jly sentenced to h"l.vG .:\ lUi~i tim~tc gri.JV1.l1ce, 

,-:.nd t:1is encQur'].LOs r..)s .. mtfi10nt '\nd 11.ck of 

confid .Jncc in the j udici:\l 3y,)t0m l.oong the public 

~t hrgc . 
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I n our ViC ~T it h'1s bO.Jn dtlmonstratcd that 

this sentence H ..... S lD ... '\nif>Jstly cxcossi vc 'l..nd in 'lll 

th0 circumstances the '\ppropri~to sont0ncc is 
oJightcen r.J.onths' imprisonm'-!nt . To th'1.t oxtont 
the :J.ppc'1.1 i,c; 'l.llow.Jd :md th0 s0ntl .. mco v'1:I'icd 

:lccordingly. 

(3gd . ) c. a. l-brso.ck 

JUDG ~ OF _'.PP~:1L 

( sgd . ) G. J . 3pcight 

JUDG~ 07 \.PP~_~L 

( sgd .) B.C. 3pring 

( 
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