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SENTENCING NOTES OF THE HONOURABLE JUSTICE CHRISTINE GRICE 

[2:05:42] 

[1] Mr Maziarz, you appear before me for sentencing on one charge of careless driving 

causing injury.  It carries a maximum term of imprisonment of 5 years and a maximum fine of 

$5,000 under the Transport Act.  I may also impose a term of disqualification on you from 

holding or obtaining a driver’s licence in the Cook Islands of up to 3 years. 

[2] The charge rose out of an incident on 21 November.  You were making a right hand 

turn into the Esther Honey facility and you crossed in front of a motorcycle being ridden by 

one of the victims.  The other victim was a pillion passenger.  You failed to check the road was 

clear before turning.  Both victims suffered injuries as a result of the collision.  Fortunately, 

they were not serious as have been a number of injuries in these types of accidents which have 

come before me in the last couple of weeks. 

[3] Mr Rasmussen said there was some suggestion of contributory negligence.  There was 

some hint that there might have been alcohol involved.  Mr Rasmussen again made it very clear 

that was no part of his submission.  He said you were not contesting the facts and accepted the 

standard of your driving in this instance was below that of a reasonable prudent driver. 
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