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SENTENCING NOTES OF WESTON CJ 

 

[1] Mr Maurangi you are here today for sentence having pleaded guilty to a 

charge of threatening to kill and a charge of assault on a female.  The Crown submits 

that, on the facts of this case, the threatening to kill charge is the lead offence and on 

the basis of my understanding that appears to be correct. 

[2] The Police Statement of Facts sets out what it is you are said to have said 

against your partner and it is pretty offensive and quite unnecessary.  It seems it was 

the result of alcohol.  You have told me today that you will not be doing this sort of 

thing again and that you have learned your lesson. 

[3] The assault charge appears to be relatively minor although of course any 

assault is to be taken seriously.  It is said by the Police that you pushed your partner 

towards the end of your verbal abuse to her.  You say you have got no memory of 

that and your partner has a similar view.  Even if that did happen as the Police say, it 

is clear to me it is a minor assault as these things go. 
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[4] I have heard today that you are a hardworking man.  You work seven days a 

week in two jobs, both as a builder and as a kitchen-hand in a restaurant.  I commend 

you for that.  Too many defendants in this Court do not have that record. 

[5] The Crown submitted that you should be sentenced to a period of probation 

for 12 months with the first 6 months to be served by way of community service. 

[6] Mr Petero submitted that there should be no community service and 

explained that an important reason for his submission on this was that you work on 

Saturdays and that community service would interfere with that. 

[7] Having discussed the matter both with Mr Petero and with you, I have 

formed the view that you should receive a period of community service.  When I 

came onto the bench I was minded to accept the Crown submission that you should 

get 6 months community service.  However, having listened to Mr Petero and, as I 

say, spoken with you, I think it is important that we discount the period of 

community service to reflect the fact that you have pleaded guilty at the first 

opportunity, that you and your partner have been working through your difficulties 

with counselling, and you say you want to resume your relationship and think you 

will do so, and that you are working hard and making a valuable contribution to the 

community. 

[8] For these reasons I enter a conviction on each charge and sentence you to 12 

months probation including 1 month community service on the threatening to kill 

charge.  That is at the low end of any period of community service.  As I said to 

counsel, I thought there should be some period of community service and I have 

been persuaded that it should be at the low end of the scale rather than the 6 months 

sought by the Crown.  In that sense it is reasonably nominal.  It is intended to remind 

you of your obligations to your partner.  It is never acceptable to threaten to kill 

anyone but particularly the person you live with.   

[9] There is no separate sentence on the assault charge for which you are 

sentenced but discharged. 
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